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BURNING THE MIDNIGHT OIL
SQE Sits ln to Extend
Library Hours
Henry Houston, Staff Reporter

Members of SQE organization
went to each floor of the library,
telling students to join about 30
minutes before the library closed
Colette Marlin-Winter, Sophomore, at midnight. The recruitment move
Math, walked around the Library had a bit of a backfire, though,
cafe talking to students about the since the University Police received
sit-in that was to happen in a few notice of the sit-in from a student.
minutes.
The notice resulted in an increase of
"We've gotten quite a bit of police presence than who usually
students interested," she said close the library- about four UPD
before going to the next arouo of officers and three security officers
students.
were present.
One student
Jose
who
joined
Gutierrez,
"The point is made.
the
sit-in,
Junior, Global
Gisel Mendez,
The people sleeping Studies, acted
Sophomore,
the police
are those who need as
Psychology,
liaison
and
to be aware"
agreed
with
about
ten
Students
minutes before
-CpI. McIntyre
for
Quality
closing hours,
Education
Gutierrez
(SQE).
walked over to the police to inform
"We pay for tuition. We're paying them of SQE's intentions.
to come here," Mendez said.
"It's not right to open the
"Other universities have libraries library for 24 hours starting Dec.
that are always open."
10 because many students have
When asked how much more capstone due-dates on Dec. 5
she would be willing to pay to and students also have to turn in
have a library open 24 hours all projects before then," Gutierrez
semester, $20 was the limit, she told the officers.
said.
Corporal
Caroyln
McIntyre,
HHOUSTON@CSUMB.EDU

SQE AND SUPPORTERS GATHER TO SIT-IN PAST LIBRARY HOURS

however, said SQE was taking the
wrong measures with the sit-in.
"[UPD] isn't affected. You're
affecting Joe [the librarian] and
students who have to work later,"
she said. "The commander knows;
it's documented. The point is
made. The people sleeping are
those who need to be aware."

"It's 12:20.This is the official order
to disperse," UPD Officer McIntyre
told the group of 40 students who
were in the computer area. "We
don't want to arrest you and take
you all to County Jail where there
are some bad people."
According to McIntyre, the arrest
would have more repercussions

PHOTO PROVIDED BY HENRY HOUSTON

than just jail.
"It could affect academic
standing," she said. If the students
were arrested, they would then be
sent to judicial affairs.
The group of students waited
until the last minute, and walked
together into the Library cafe to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Happy Holidays
from the Otter
Realm!
See you next semester!
FOR MORE EVENTS, VISIT THE CSUMB MASTER CALENDAR ONLINE @ WWW.CALENDAR.CSUMB.EDU

GOT AN EVENT? LET US KNOW! OTTER_REALM@CSUMB.EDU

LOOKING BACK REACHING FORWARD

Katie Shoneff, Editor-in-Chief
KSHONEFF@CSUMB.EDU

As the last weeks of the classes, events, and activities found their
projects, and finals slowly creep home on the Cal State Monterey
upon us, I have taken the time to Bay campus.
reflect on this past semester as a
Although this will be our last
semester of new beginnings.
issue of the semester, the Otter
Entering into my first month as Realm continues to reflect the
editor of the Otter Realm, it became initial and consistent happenings
my goal to find my place within the around our campus, whether that
campus as a contributing voice, is within community news, arts and
while creating a resourceful news entertainment, or opinion.
medium through the dedication of
In this issue, we have stories
our staff writers and designers.
about proposed developments
With the new semester came students may see on their return to
many new contributions to our campus, including an easy-access
school's
overall
"well-being." opening of Inter-Garrison Road.
Our newly appointed President Other articles feature the changes
Eduardo Ochoa, a fresh outlook in our campus community, like
on our general education model, an article on gender roles looking
while new and improved clubs, into the alarming fact that women

are outnumbering men in college
institutions.
Other
articles
highlight
our educational advances in
technology with guest President
Speaker Series speaker Candance
Thille, while also focusing on the
university's efforts by taking oaths
to attend college from local sixth
graders.
Our centerfold features 2012 in
review, where students wrote short
blurbs about issues important
to them, only occurring within
2012. Here you will find a Whitney
Houston memorial, the newly re
elected President Obama, as well as
new CSUMB President Ochoa, and
even Mexico's newest president,

Pena Nieto is featured on our
centerfold.
Looking back on the past allows
us to reevaluate our mistakes, in
turn applying these life lessons to
our future. This idea is applicable
to our newspaper, our campus,
and our lives as college students.
As many take the next step to
graduate, whether it be this
fall or in the upcoming spring
semester, take the time to reflect
on the positives and negatives
of your experiences at CSUMB.
Plato once said, "The direction in
which education starts a man will
determine his future in life."
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SQE Sit-In
CONTINUED FROM COVER

a school-wide e-mail in which
she notified the students of the
extended hours.
However, the extended hours
came with a caveat: no longer
would the university offer the
library to be open 24 hours from
Dec. 10 to Dec. 21.
"The extended schedule meets
the stated interests of students
by allowing additional access to
quiet work space and computer
resources earlier in the semester for
a prolonged amount of time daily,"
Erickson said in the mass e-mail.
"It also allows administration to
better meet the needs of students
while sparing the allocation of
precious resources during the
low-use hours." In addition, she
said, the four-hour break would
allow the technology its "regular"
maintenance.

discuss the next move.
The next day, a designated
group of students met at the
flagpole near Building One. UPD
suggested talking to Dean of
Students Christine Erickson about
extending the library hours, so
students were planning on taking
the matters to the administration.
A few minutes behind schedule,
the group was about to go find
Erickson's office when instead they
ran into CSUMB President Eduardo
Ochoa.
"We're here to express our
concern about the library hours,"
Michael Frederiksen told Ochoa.
"I think like an economist,"
Ochoa, who has an extensive
background in economics, told
the students. "It costs money to
keep the library open. You need to What's the Problem with the
Library Cafe?
pay a coach or a
Although the
faculty member
"It costs $2,000 to
Library Cafe has
to be present."
operate the library been open all
Also, Ochoa
day and night,
said there are
all night, and it costs there
have
other priorities
the school has $4,000 to open a new been numerous
complaints
planned
that
class section"
about the room.
would be spent
- President Ochoa
Many
in keeping the
students point
library
open
all night. If the school decided out that there is not a drinking
to extend the library hours to 24 fountain or access to water in the
hours, there would be trade-offs. building. The only place there to
This could result in not being able access water is in the bathroom.
Associated Students President
to afford to open additional course
Duane Lindsay has said that he has
sections.
"It costs $2,000 to operate taken note of this complaint.
"We are planning on putting
the library all night," he said. "It
costs $4,000 to open a new class in a water purifier like there is at
the Otter Sports Center," Lindsay
section."
Frederiksen
asked
Ochoa said at his weekly Coffee with
whether he would be willing to the President. "We have to wait
take a pay-cut in order to fund the until enough funds are secured,
library. Ochoa is reported to make though."
In addition, many students
$270,315 a year.
"If he took a four percent cut, that complain on how full the Library
could fund the library operating Cafe gets.
"At 11:30 p.m., there's typically
costs," Frederiksen said.
In addition, Ochoa told the about 75 people in the library and
students that a 2011 Fall semester about 35 in the cafe," Frederiksen
study showed that students were said. "When the library closes, the
not present in large enough cafe gets packed with 60 to 65
numbers to support the idea of students." Frederiksen noted this
extending the library's hours to all trend from SQE headcounts from
the week before Fall Break.
night.
Gutierrez told Ochoa that he
"The data indicates a significant
drop off of student use after 12:30 has had to wait for a few hours to
a.m. resulting in only a very small actually sit down to use a computer
number using the library from 3:30 at times because of the high
a.m. until the regular opening hour student population at the cafe.
Students have also criticized the
if 8 a.m.," Anna Bartkowski, chief of
dim lighting in the cafe as well as
staff, said in an email.
The day after the talk with Pres. some of the faulty outlets in the
Ochoa, Dean Erickson sent out library cafe.

IN A MOMENT OF LUCK, MEMBERS OF SQE MET UP WITH PRESIDENT
OCHOA TO DISCUSS LIBRARY HOURS

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
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New Year, New Law
What Is on the Horizon for those 2012
Primary Election Propositions
billion per year towards the state,
where half of this money will go
towards installing energy efficient
The voters have spoken, and equipment to public schools and
California will soon be experiencing government buildings such as new
the changes that people decided.
windows, modern lighting, and
California schools buzzed with better heating and air conditioning.
talk of Prop 30 passing in November, It is projected that energy costs
and it brings into question what can be reduced by as much as $2
the rest of the propositions million. However, the Proposition
have planned for 2013. Full-time 39 closed loophole was originally
undergraduate students attending meant to fund the failed MiddleCal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Class Scholarship.
received an email in November
While college students are
stating that eligible students getting refunds and public schools
would receive credit up to $249 for are becoming greener, what's next
the nine percent tuition increase for the propositions that just fell
imposed by the Cal State University short of getting passed?
A "no" vote prevailed over
(CSU) Board of Trustees over the
last year. The CSUs dodged a $250 Proposition 32 with a 13.2 percent
mid-year budget cut by passing win. Labor unions including
Proposition 30.
education, emergency response,
California public schools might prison guard, and health care
also save millions from passing unions maintained their right to
Proposition 39, closing the loophole use employee payroll-deducted
on tax regulations regarding out of funds towards political purposes.
state corporations. This proposition
Prop 37 failed to get voter
is estimated to generate $1.1 approval to label products in

Erin Hawkins, Staff Reporter
EHAWKINS@CSUMB.EDU

California containing genetically
modified
organisms
(GMOs).
Thirty states, including California
are forming a Coalition of States
for Mandatory GMO Labeling.
Advocates of GMO labeling will
continue to pursue legislation on
the state level in 2013. Although
it failed, it will be back and with
companies like Whole Foods
supporting the grass roots effort,
the clock is ticking.
With the passing of Proposition
36, the first inmate in San Diego
County was
sentenced
and
released from prison on Nov. 30.
Many other cases of incarcerated
people for non-violent non serios
crimes will won freedom in the
weeks to come.
The New Year is approaching
and so are new laws and liberties.
With CSUs avoiding more budget
cuts , public buildings becoming
more energy efficient, and the
law becoming more just to our
imnates, California may see some
big changes for 2013.
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Youth Protest in Mexico
Students Take Stand Against PRI

Veteran

Julieta Villagomez, Staff Reporter
JVlLLAG0MEZ@CSUMB.EDU

cards on YouTube, disclaiming the
"jCobarde!" (Coward), "jRatero!" media's erroneous characterization
(Thief), "jFuera Pena!" (Pena Out)
of their political action.Thousand
and "jLa Gente no Te Quiere!" of social media users joined the
(People Don't Want You) were protests by adopting the symbolic
chants yelled upon Mexico's then name "I am #132" (Yo soy #132) and
presidential candidate Enriqu Pena the movement was born.
Nieto's arrival to the Iberoamericana
Another statement, made by
University in May 2012. Students the PRI national leader, Pedro
harshly questioned Pena Nieto's Enrique Codwell sparked the
human rights record and history of same frustration among the
fraud of his party, and forced him to youth. Codwell claimed that the
exit the campus. That tumultuous students' reaction to Pena Nieto
visit marked the beginning of a was a product of bribery made by
large student movement called "Yo the lefty presidential candidate
Soy #132" (I am #132).
of the Partido de la Revolucion
Media
Democratica
dismissed
(The
"[Yo Soy #132] is a
the voices of
positive movement that Revolutionary
protesters and
Democratic
depicted
the promotes the freedom Party/PRD)
presidential
Andres Manuel
of expression....."
candidate's
Lopez Obrador.
visit to the
Students
Iberoamericana as a "success," a refute this statement.
statement that ignited the anger of
Students' protests in Mexico
have multiplied and not only
the students.
Pena Nieto won the presidency target the president and other PRI
on this year's election representing representatives, but also traditional
the country's oldest political mass media organizations. Marches
party
Partido
Revolucionario has taken place in front of the large
Institucional
(Institutional broadcasting networks in the main
Revolutionary Party or PRI) that cities. Meanwhile the hashtag
ruled Mexico continuously from "Yo Soy #132" widely circulates in
1929 to 2000. However students' the social media and has become
organizations massively oppose his a symbol of youth revolt. The
movement, according to some
mandate.
The media's dismissal of the commentators,
resembles the
initial protest at the Iberoaericana, Occupy Movement and the energy
and its claims that it was the work of the Arab spring.
of radical outsiders with no relation
A member of the movement
to the school, lead to a response who chose to remain anonymous
from 131 students who decided to due to the attacks on Yo Soy
display their school identification #132 members by police officials

MARCHAS POR EL FRAUDE ELECTORAL EN MEXICO

stated, "Es un movimiento positivo
ya que promueve la libertad de
pensamiento y expresion, asi como
la union del pueblo mexicano
por un cambio." ("It is a positive
movement that promotes the
freedom of expression, as well as
the unity of the Mexican people to
work towards a change.")
Although, "Yo Soy #132" was
initiated by students, it has gained
much attention from people
outside the movement. "Yo Soy
#132" has been established as
a people's movement, due to
common ground, particularly with
regards to the election, and an end
to corruption in the country.
"I am not with any party, but I
am sick of so much corruption,"
said Eduardo Nolasco, a 22-yearold
student in a report from the Buenos
Aires Herald. In the same article,
53-year-old
housewife
Isabel
Leyva, whose daughter is a student,
expressed the same concerns, "We
are fed up of so many lies and of
the hypocrisy of Pena Nieto and
the media."
Student protests have sparked
all around the globe. "No More!" is
what college students in diverse
languages are saying through an
array of protests and movements
that have arisen in 2012 alone.
Students from Quebec, Myanmar,
New Zealand, and Guatemala
protested budget cuts and tuition.
However the largest protests with
hundred of thousands people on
the streets happened in Chile,
"Movimiento Estudiantil Chileno"
(Chilean Student Movement), in
Spain with the 15-M", and Mexico's
"Yo Soy #132".

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
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Finds Home

TRAVIS FUGATE WITH HIS DOG

Safe Bhom, Staff Reporter

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CSUMB WEBSITE

a willingness to work with me and
the friendliness of the campus," he
A veteran blinded in Iraq has found stated. Fugate has many people on
a new home at Cal State Monterey campus who support him and that
worked with him prior to attending
Bay (CSUMB).
Former Army Spec, and student this school, which he states is a
Travis Fugate, a 28-year-old CST reason that influenced his decision.
Fugate, who can be spotted on
major, was partially blinded in an
campus
with his black service dog
Improvised Explosive Device (IED)
explosion while on tour in Iraq Mr. Fess, spends much of his time
on
campus
and may be
at
"I am very happy and studying
living
proof
Starbucks.
that
CSUMB
attending CSUMB is Fugate stated,
is catering to
one
of the best decision "I am very
veterans
the
I've ever made" happy
and
way many feel
attending
is deserved.
According to G.l. Jobs magazine, CSUMB is one of the best decisions
CSUMB has been a designated I have ever made."
Fugate is one of 63 university
"Veteran Friendly School" for the
past four years, a seemingly fitting students to be receiving the new
title for a university located on an Post 9/11 G.l. Bill benefit, which
helps him and others in many
old Army base.
Upon being medically retired ways other than just tuition. Aside
from the military, Fugate, who from the many advantages CSUMB
became completely blind after offers, Fugate said the military
a sinus infection, returned to takes good care of him. He also
Kentucky, but wished to relocate wants to help other blind students.
Fugate also explained he does
to California after being awarded a
not
regret enlisting in the Army and
chance to escape his small town life
being rendered blind has enabled
in the form of
him to do things he never thought
a scholarship.
Upon arrival in California, possible. "Being blind allows me
Fugate enrolled at Monterey to experience things in a very
Peninsula College and decided to different light," explained Fugate.
SBHOM@CSUMB.EDU

transfer to CSUMB. "They showed
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Thursday Night
College Invasion
DRINK SPECIALS!

BEER PONG!

DJ!

Monterey, California
Cannery
Row
Brewing Company
HAPPY HOUR! MON-FRI 3-6pm
Mondays

MONDAY
NIGHT
FOOTBALL

73 BEERS ON TAP

Tuesdays

MARTIN
SHEARS

FREE PARKING FOR LOCALS AFTER 4PM IN WAVE STREET GARAGE
Wednesdays LIVE EVENT TRIVIA 8pm

5-8pm
LIVE FROM THE

Thursdays COL EGE INVASION & THURSDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

Sundays

Saturdays
Fridays
NFL
DJ HANIF
DJ HANIF
TAILGATE
WONDIR9pm-2am
WONDIR9pm-2am
PARTY!

9am-2am

BASSment 9pm

30 SMALL BATCH BOURBONS

HOMEMADE GRUB

OUTDOOR FIRE PITS

OPEN TIL 2AM

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF CANNERY ROW

95 Prescott Avenue, Monterey ♦ 831.643.CRBC (2722) • CanneryRowBrewingCompany.com
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Possible Housing Inter-Garrison to
Open at Reservation
Solution
"Luxury"Apartments to
Road
Safe Bhom, Staff Reporter
SBH0MBAL@CSUMB.EDU

Arrive 2014

Swimming pools and spas, basket whose son attended CSUMB who
ball courts and private gyms may was concerned by the shortage of
sound like a scene out of Pebble housing for students originally pro
Beach Country Club, but students posed the idea to construct a series
at Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) of apartment buildings to be lo
could be living in luxury starting in cated at the intersection of 8th and
2014 with a newly proposed apart Imjin Road, on the property line
ment complex intended to combat with the university. Amcal Equities
the housing shortage facing Main seized this opportunity and it will
and East Campuses.
be their first campus-based apart
In order to make room for the ment project.
increasing fresh
Stephen Clark
man population, We will be on campus of Amcal Equi
CSUMB
imple
ties and project
next fall to market manager for the
mented
new
housing proce
proposed apart
this project
dures three years
ments, who will
ago, making seniors last to register also be project manager for future
for housing on main campus. This university projects stated, "We will
did not fare well at first as most be on campus next fall to market
upperclassmen were left without this project, so we encourage all
housing. Former CSUMB student students to come out," stated Clark.
Joshua Maldonado, who gradu
These units are expected to be
ated with a TAT degree, recalled able to house approximately 585
his frustrations when this rule was students. Clark stated, "Despite be
enforced. "My parents had to call ing located in the city of Marina and
the director of housing at the time not on the main campus, Amcal will
because they did not want me to only rent to CSUMB students."
live off-campus," explained Maldo
Costs are expected to stay within
nado. "It was horrible; I had last pick the same ballpark as on-campus
in the system so by the time I was living costs. Housing units will con
able to choose housing on campus, sist of luxury two to four-bedroom
everything was filled."
apartment/suite-style living areas.
CSUMB has one of the smallest Each suite will be complete with
student bodies in the California a community kitchen and every
State University with a population room will contain its own bath
one third the size of CSU Chico's, for room, according to Stephen Clark.
example. Despite this, CSUMB has Lazarus Dixon, Math, junior, stated,
an issue regarding the shortage of "I would love to live in one of those
housing available to both current but I'll be graduated by the time its
and incoming students.
completed, I'm so jealous."
A partner of Amcal Equities,
The project completion date is
an Agoura Hills based developer, expected to be in the fall of 2014.

LUXURY APARTMENT MODEL

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
STEPHEN CLARK

East Campus Entrance a Reality

BLOCKADE AT INTER-GARRISON AND SCHOONOVER

Tad Blevins, Staff Reporter
EBLEVINS@CSUMB.EDU

A projected road opening sched
uled for late January or February
will create an easy-access en
trance to the university by way of
Inter-Garrison linking East Campus
neighborhoods to through-traffic
from Reservation Road. According
to Megan Tolbert, Cal State Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) Campus Trans
portation Manager, the improved
access will allow emergency ve
hicles, shuttles, and service ve
hicles to better serve the needs of
CSUMB, while opening the campus
to direct traffic from the east.
With greater access comes
more traffic and the need for im
proved safety measures on Inter
Garrison, keeping the campus safe
for alternative transportation users.
Stop-signs will be installed during
winter break at the two entrances
to East Campus housing: Abrams
and Schoonover. Additionally, left
turn lanes will be created for traf
fic headed to East Campus housing
from the Main Campus. Concerns
over traffic congestion at these
left turn stop-signs were voiced by
members of the community during
a Dec. 5 meeting at the University
Center. According to Tolbert, "Stop

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
TAD BLEVINS

lights would be the best way to shortcut on campus and is no lon
control the projected increase in ger safe in its current configuration.
through-traffic. However, the proj In fact, Melissa Edwards, a Junior
ect is being done by the County CHHS major, said, "People are al
of Monterey, not CSUMB, and the ways speeding through that lot
funding is just not available for two and it isn't safe to back out of your
stop lights that
parking space."
cost upwards
Stop-sign re
"Improved signage
of
$150,000
moval will also
including bicycle and be part of the
each."
Currently,
pedestrian zones will plan. The stop
the speed limit
sign on Inter
be created"
on Inter-Garri
Garrison
at
son is 50 miles
fifth avenue for
per hour.This may change once the north and southbound motorists
east entrance is completed as traf will be no more. Furthermore, the
fic calming measures are part of stop-sign on Divarty near the new
the plan to keep the roadway safe. library parking lot will be removed
Improved signage including bi as well.
cycle and pedestrian zones will be
These changes are to be imple
created in addition to detour signs mented by CSUMB in reaction to
that recommend making a left the County of Monterey opening
turn at 8th avenue for southbound the east entrance early next year
through traffic headed for highway and the ultimate goal is keeping the
1 to bypass the main campus.
campus safe. As Tolbert put it, "One
Elevated crosswalks that are casualty resulting from the current
the width of two wheelchairs conditions is too much." The effort
will also be installed in addition to dissuade non-CSUMB commut
to speed humps and lumps. The ers using the new thoroughfare as
speed humps and lumps will have a shortcut by way of visual cues
grooves carved out of them so as and physical improvements is pro
not to impede cyclists as they tra jected to change motorists' behav
verse the campus. Speed humps ior in a way that improves the qual
will also be installed in parking lot ity of life on the campus of CSUMB.
number 201 as that has become a

Designed By: Kameron Sawyer
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When the Lights Go Out
Toby Uptain-Villa, Staff Reporter
TUHAIN-VILLA@CSUMB.EDU@CSUMB.EDU

On the night of Nov. 29, the
library was bustling with students
preparing for upcoming finals,
whentheentire campusturned into
a black abyss. Students screamed
and groaned as students' deepest
fears of the dark were revealed,
while others fought despair as their
1,000 word final essays were gone
with the speed of light, or in this
case lack of light.
Cristina
Hernandez,
BIO,
sophomore,
(Biology)
shared
her dark night experience. "I was
watching TV, then all of a sudden
the power was out. So my friends
and I went outside and just
played soccer for hours," explained
Hernandez.
According to April Valencia of
KCBA news, over 5,000 people in

Power Outage in Seaside and Marina

the Seaside and Marina area were outside and just played soccer for
left without power until about hours," stated Hernandez.
1 AM. According to Residential
For many students, like Hannah
and Housing Life Association, Bell, KIN, freshman, having no
approximately 60 percent of power was not an option like Bell
students live on Main and East stated, "I had homework that was
Campuses, leaving the power due the next day."Bell hopped in her
outage to affect the majority of the car and drove to the nearest place
campus population. Students lost with electricity: Starbucks in Sand
access to all electronics including City. "When I turned my homework
computers,
televisions,
and in my teacher was wondering how I
Internet.
got it done,"explained Bell.
Initial reactions found students
Juan
Aguilera,
sophomore,
at a loss for what to do without shared his experience during the
their electronic "lifelines." Others blackout."I was standing in line for
found different ways to entertain food [at the OE], then the power
themselves. Hernandez and her went out, so they just started
friends took their boredom outside giving food away before it spoiled.
and started playing soccer in the So I got two hamburgers and three
moonlight. "I was watching TV, Naked juices."
then all of a sudden the power
Then the horror stories began.
was out. So my friends and I went Endless hours spent held up in

the library typing paper after
paper when close to complete
projects were lost with the blink
of an eye, and a computer screen.
Campus police swiftly escorted the
disheartened students out of the
library to leave their sorrows on the
sidewalk.
For many CSUMB students the
blackout was a nice break from
technology and a chance to take a
break from the hecticness of finals
to have some good old fashioned
fun or some pretty legitimate freak
outs.

Google Puts CSUMB on the Map
Google Maps Project Makes Campus
Locations More Accurate
Kendra Storm, Staff Reporter
KSTORM@CSUMB.EDU

A team of Google Maps employees
will be coming to Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) from Jan.
7-18 to collect data to improve
the accuracy of campus locations
on their mapping program. They
will be working on a new campus
project to collect WiFi access points
in order to create indoor maps
of the locations. Indoor mapping
utilizes Google Location Server
(GLS) to help cell phones display
your GPS location in a building
when signals are poor. Over 18
buildings have been identified,
including the Student Center,
World Theatre, and the Media
Learning Center.
An added benefit of new indoor
maps (some CSUMB buildings
are already available) will allow
CSUMB to create interactive
campus tours and assist students

to better locate classrooms. GLS'
website states that being able to
quickly identify a location, will
save cell phone power.
Through the utilization of
location-aware
applications,
developers can bring a more
interactive
and
streamlined
product to the user. For example,
public transportation information
can be accessed to find real-time
arrival information based on a
bus' current location. You want
to check in your current location
via Facebook? Improved location
accuracy will quickly provide
accurate options in the menu.
The Google Maps team will only
have access to public areas and will
be wearing visitor badges for easy
identification. No pictures will be
taken, and GLS does not identify
people. Be alert because they will
most likely be walking around
slowly while staring at their mobile
devices, much like the typical
CSUMB student.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY KAMERON SAWYER
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Z Club Fitness
TECH
RENT

Too Much Holiday

Cheer?

High Tech
@Low
Rental
Fees

Clothes A Little
Snug?
Rent fora day, week,
month, or semester

Burn Those Holiday
Pounds!

Purchase a complete
desktop setup for$120

CSUMB Student Special
2 for the price of 1

Rent-to-own program

Large selection of
equipment available

3074 Del Monte Blvd., Marina CA
Read us online at

OTTERREALM.NET
Affordable Holiday Style

Find us on campus in the
Tanimura & Antle Family
Memorial Library
FORMORE INFORMATION:

(831)582-5107
http://csumb.edu/TechRent

HU

Shop Local!

Reuse, Recycle & Revisit

GOODWILL
Our Business is Changing Lives!

Learn more at scgoodwill.org

A Love Song to God
miraclesinyourlife.org
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Women Raise Discussing the Future
Flag of Victory of Hiaher Education
While Men Retreat from School
and the Workplace
employment shifted to women,
with women having the majority of
jobs in the USA. The United States
Department of Labor reported
Patriarchy:
The
rights
of in January 2010 that 64.2 million
the
firstborn
son
dashing payroll employees were women,
the aspirations of sisters and while only 63.4 million were men.
daughters, simply because they "Being the primary financier is not
were born female. Cultural and something that would have even
economic changes are occurring crossed my mother's mind when
that are transforming the rules she was my age, but here I am,
for men and women. Changes thinking of it and knowing that it is
for the better which have eroded a possibility," stated Elizabeth Lara,
this system of firstborn sons and HCOM, Junior. Many women are
patriarchy. Will the change in the considering what it would be like
rules result in a change in
to be the breadwinner. Gabriella
the roles?
Ruiz, HCom Junior thinks, "I would
Studies from the past have long love to be the main 'breadwinner'
demonstrated
in a relationship.
Will the change in I think that men
that women live
longer than men.
the rules result in a should take more
The Centers for
responsibility in
change in the roles? the
Disease Control
household
and Prevention
and do it in such a
report that as of 2008 women are manner that does not hurt
expected to live 80 years while their masculinity."
males were expected to live five
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
years less than that. Women are is not exempt from the gender gap.
living longer, but there are many Jokingly, many CSUMB students
surprising areas in which females remark that there is a 10 to 1
are now the alphas of the species.
females over males, but the actual
Enrollments in college are up numbers aren't quite as funny. Of
for women. Following complaints the roughly 5,000 CSUMB students,
of a possible "Affirmative action only 39 percent is male. That is still
for boys" in Dec 2009, the United a noticeable gap, and definitely
States Commission on Civil Rights correlates with the national trend.
started to take a hard look at "On college campuses where there
college admissions. While it is fairly are far more women than men,
known that women outnumber men have all the power to control
men in universities, the shocking the intensity of sexual and romantic
data is the comparisons to relationships," Kathleen A. Bogle, a
enrollments before the women's sociologist at La Salle University in
movement
when
women Philadelphia said in a report from
collectively reasoned there was a The New York Times.
problem. The National Bureau of
These trends may be seen as
Economic Research reports that a boon for men, even though
in 2003, there were 1.35 females there are drastic changes in the
for every male undergraduate, and way students consider partners
in the 1950's there were 1.5 males for relationships. The change
for every female. Those numbers in expectations can have an
show that men are close to the overlooked downside. Dr. Warren
numbers, which, to females, meant Farrel, sociologist and equality
a revolution was necessary.
activist says, "All women's issues are
After
college,
graduates to some degree men's issues and
generally join the workforce. The all men's issues are to some degree
Great Recession of 2008 saw the women's issues because when
elimination of eight million jobs, either sex wins unilaterally both
and about six million were men's. sexes lose."
Then in 2010, the balance of

President Speaker
Series Starts
with Innovation

Raymond Costello, Staff Reporter
RCOSTELLO@CSUMB.EDU

Estella Porras, Guest Reporter

CANDANCE THILLE SPEAKER
AT THE PRESIDENT SPEAKER SERIES

EPORRAS@CSUMB.EDU

Imagine taking a
chemistry
course, but instead of a classroom
with a teacher in front of the
blackboard, you access a web
based module in which the system
supplies problems, gives hints and
customized feedback along the
way. Will this process of computerbased learning be the future of
education?
Candace Thille, the first guest
of the President Speakers Series,
thinks so. Thille, Director of the
Open Learning Initiative (OLI) at
Carnegie Mellon University, came
to Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
last month to present her research
and
experience
with
innovative learning models.
Thille studies the "science
of learning" or the cognitive
processes
taking
place
when students immerse
themselves
in
online
learning experiences.
Her presentation fit into larger
questions
about
the
future
of higher education: How do
universities in the years to come will
deal with the increasing number of
students? How to bring technology
to the classroom but not to lose the
presence of the teacher?
A key idea of the OLI model is
that students' process of learning
can be "observable, measured
and analyzed," Candence Thille
said. The system collects data that
comes back to the instructor and to
the students, making it possible to
identify particular difficulties with
certain aspects of the material.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

only walking the students through
the new learning environments,
but also as mentors, as facilitators
supporting students to master the
materials." Lockwood applauds
President's Ochoa for his initiative
on innovation. "This is an exciting
world for instructors and students
alike."
What about the arts, humanities,
and social sciences? Faculty who
attended Thille's lecture insistently
asked. There are some initiatives
from the OLI team to develop
modules on those subjects, Thille
explained. "And you are invited to
participate in their design".
Other
questions
about
what constitutes learning, how
technological innovations may
affect the rich verbal and non-verbal
interactions between teachers and
students in the classroom, or what
may be the role of the minority
teacher in this online model, are
answer the question: "Is the water questions still to address. Besides,
drinkable?" Solving this real world the question about how the
problem and applying knowledge university's commitmment with its
of chemistry requires interaction mission (to serve underepresented
in front of the screen. The web communities) would be met
based program gives the students and not dissmised by these new
hints, graphics, explanations and initiatives, is in the mids of many
immediate feedback.
faculty.
According to Thille, in this model
The Presidents Speakers series
students will manage their own continues next year. The next
learning. So, what may be the role speaker will be Sebastian Thrun,
of the teacher?
Director of Stanford Artificial
ITCD professor Kate Lockwood, Intelligence Lab, on Feb. 27. The
who has been experimenting last one will be Jamie Merisotis
with innovative alternatives in President and CEO of Lumina
her classes, believes "there is an Foundation, come to campus on
important role for instructors, not April 25.

Data helps to improve course's
design.
But this model of teaching and
learning is not a 'solo' enterprise.
It requires collaboration between
teams of teachers,
software
designers and institutions.
Thille's examples were mostly
about teaching statistics, chemistry
and math, but she argues the
model can be applied to any
subject, including the arts and
humanities.
In one of Thille's examples, a
module starts showing a video
of a village in Bangladesh whose
water supply may be polluted
with arsenic. Students have to

T" his is an exciting
world for instructors
and students alike"
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Students Get HIV Test, Paying It
Promote Awareness
Forward
CSUMB Extends AlDs Day to AIDS Week Campaign
Ben Garland, Staff Reporter

was transformed into an interactive
educational program that engaged
students on multiple levels."
Throughout the week, students
It was not a fear of having human
immunodeficiency
virus
(HIV) came to the Campus Health
that had him going to get tested, Center where Central Coast HIV/
he went in because he felt a AIDS services tested participants
responsibility to himself and the for the virus. The short, 30-minute
girls he might see to make sure process used a finger-stick method
he does not. "The day I got tested, taking a sample of blood which is
I went in the last 20 minutes they then placed in a developer for 20
were offering the testing, and I minutes to determine results. "I
wasn't sure they'd take me, but honestly didn't even feel a thing,"
they were really accommodating,"' said Colin, adding "It's a tense 20
minutes but in the end the peace
said Alex Colin, junior, ITCD.
More than seventy students of mind is really worth it."
Though only around 12 people
and community members showed
up to the Cal State Monterey Bay were tested on campus, Goings
(CSUMB) Student center on Nov. 30 stated, "In years past, the people
to help raise awareness for acquired that showed up to AIDS day were
already
immune
just feel that it's our
"I
aware of
deficiency
the issues
syndrome
responsibility as young
involved
(AIDS) day,
adults to make sure we're not with the
which had
just been contracting and transmitting pandemic,
so
it
extended
infections without even
was
like
into
a
knowing it"
preaching
weeklong
to
the
program.
Although their original plan to choir, whereas this year, we reached
disperse the group to nine different a much larger group of people."
"I just feel that it's our
locations in
Salinas,
Marina,
Seaside, and Monterey, where responsibility as young adults to
they would hold signs promoting make sure we're not contracting
AIDS awareness was rained out by and transmitting infections without
the storm, the spirits of AIDS day even knowing it, especially with
volunteers remained. "This storm CSUMB being such a small school,"
too had its silver lining," shared said Colin.
World AIDS Day (WAD) is a
Steven Goings, Americorps VIP.
"The community outreach project global scale initiative to encourage
BGARLAND@CSUMB.EDU

countries and communities to
make a stand against HIV/AIDS by
spreading awareness every Dec.
1. Each year is an opportunity for
people worldwide to unite in the
fight against HIV, showing support
for people living with HIV and to
commemorate people who have
died.
"AIDS remains a pandemic
regardless of the various available
treatments.
Due to the virus'
ability to mutate the treatments
can become ineffective," explained
Goings. "More than 34 million
people now live with HIV/AIDS.
Annually, AIDS day, Dec. 1, is a
reminder that the pandemic that is
AIDS is still not cured."
The success of this years WAD
in reaching far more people
than previous years is due to the
extended week-long
program
now on campus supporting AIDS
awareness. "Throughout the week
our students were presented with
opportunities to reflect on how
-- and most importantly whydifferent groups in our society have
different outcomes in terms of
infection rates and access to care,"
said Goings.
According to Goings, one of
the most successful parts of AIDS
week was a condom handoff rally
game where condoms were passed
around in a musical chair style
fashion. This helped students with
their taboos surrounding condoms.
Goings stated, "I think we got
through to these students."

3.3 MILLION OF PEOPLE WITH HIV ARE UNDER THE AGE OF 15 • IN 2011, AN ESTIMATED 2.5
MILLION PEOPLE WERE NEWLY INFECTED WITH HIV ■ 330,000 WERE UNDERTHE AGE OF
15 • EVERY DAY NEARLY 7,000 PEOPLE CONTRACT HIV—NEARLY 300 EVERY HOUR • SINCE
THE BEGINNING OF THE EPIDEMIC, MORE THAN 60 MILLION PEOPLE HAVE CONTRACTED
HIV AND NEARLY 30 MILLION HAVE DIED OF HIV-RELATED CAUSES.
—(AMFAR.ORG THE FOUNDATION FOR AIDS RESEARCH)

"Just One Block" Hopes to
Reduce Pacific Ocean
Garbage Patch
Keegan Cuellar, Staff Reporter
KCUELL@CSUMB.EDU

Once a heavily utilized fishing of our environment, and maintain
it," said Alex Martinez a sophomore
and canning port, Cannery Row
at MPC majoring in Radiology.
has transformed into a bustling
The two young men are enrolled
tourist haven filled with souvenir
in Dr. Fox's speech class at MPC
shops, historic landmarks and
fresh seafood. Businesses stationed and are required to do 10 hours of
on Cannery Row have funneled community service, and can choose
upkeep requirements for their any volunteer service to fulfill it.
prime locations through the "Just They heard about this program
and decided to volunteer through
One Block" program.
Monterey Bay Photos, and when
With as many tourists as the area
asked why he chose this program,
attracts it takes a toll on the local
Martinez replied, "It is important
environment with patrons littering
for everyone to be involved. If you
half-eaten samples that local
look at it just being a small little
businesses
part,
then
give out. Mark "if everyone is doing
yeah
it
is,
but
Lolik, owner of
if everyone is
a small little part it
Monterey Bay
Photos is the becomes a million drops doing a small
little part it
creator of "Just
becomes
a
of
water
filling
up
One Block," has
million drops
implemented
a bucket"
of water filling
this program
up a bucket."
for the past three years, in hopes
Martinez
and
Drew
continue
of reducing the amount of trash
their paths to clean up the streets
collecting in the Great Pacific
surrounding their block. Keeping
Garbage
Patch
(GPGP). The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric the community clean and sleek
is a priority for more than two
Administration
defines
these
reasons, according to Nick. Having
patches as areas of marine debris
businesses helping and keeping
concentration I the North Pacific
the area clean ensures that not only
Ocean The program suggests
businesses adopt and become the area looks nice, but is attractive
to incoming clientele.
personally
responsible
for
"It is like the whole Pay it Forward
cleanliness of their establishment's
ideal."
Nick said, referring to the
block.
movie and the idea of, if one
According to the Just One Block,
person does it, more people would
website, the program goal is to
hopefully jump on and begin doing
"keep inlands free of debris before
it as well. Any way you spin the
it hits our waterways."The site also
explained the programs progress, idea, or make the connection the
conclusion remains that we all need
"Just One Block collected 500lbs
to do our part," according to Alex.
of trash and recyclables from a few
Being environmentally conscious
block radius.""The hope is with the
is more than a fad, it has become
adoption of the block, other local
a necessity, and with programs
businesses will get involved and
help out the environment in our much like Just One Block, it shines a
brighter tomorrow on the over cast
backyard," said Nick Drew, Political
days of the past in the bay.
Science, junior, from Monterey
Peninsula College.
"It's a great way to become aware
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Trimming for
10 Reasons
Treatment
I Shaved My Head
CSUMB Students Donate Hair
to Further Cancer Research

Nicole Irigoyen, Staff Reporter

And Why You Should Too

NIRIGOYENMSUMB.EDU

Rachel Center, Staff Reporter
RCENTERMSUMB.EDU

Ever wonder what happens to all
that hair from the month of Movember? Students lined up in the
west lounge of the Student Center
to get their hair cut by a team of lo
cal hairstylists. For no cost at all you
could get your hair styled however
you like. The only rule, however, is
you must give at least eight inches
of hair.
Although childhood cancer char
ity St. Baldrick's does not accept
Movember beard hair, they did
receive a good amount of "head
hair''from students willing to buzz
their locks, which turned into wigs
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
for cancer patients. The proceeds
JESSICA SCRIMSHAW
from those wigs then go directly to
fund research grants for childhood
which was the first time I had heard
cancer.
While some students were walk of the organization. Since then,
ing tall to the chair, others were a lit about 3 or 4 of my friends have par
tle more hesitant in their stride. "I'm ticipated in different St. Baldrick's
nervous!" reported Nicole Irigoyen, events. Even my friend who was
CD, junior, who opted to shave her diagnosed with Leukemia ended
entire head. In the midst of her anx up getting his head shaved at a St.
iousness, Irigoyen recalled why she Bladrick's event a few months af
chose to pursue such a daunting ter he finished his chemotherapy
task, "I want to make a statement, treatment."
St. Baldricks is a volunteer-driven
especially for women. Society says
we [women] must have long hair, charity that is committed to fund
or even hair at all to be considered ing research for finding cures for
beautiful and I want to show wom childhood cancer. Their "shave"
events
have
en can still be
grown into the
beautiful with
"I believe it is the best largest volun
out hair."
Other
stu way to raise awareness teer-driven
fundraising
dents
par
for cancer"
program
for
ticipated
for
childhood
more personal
reasons. Carolyn Scarpelli, BIO, cancer research. With the help of
sophomore, explained, "In high these funds, St. Baldricks has more
school, one of my best friends was cancer research grants than any
diagnosed with Leukemia." Every other non-governmental groups of
year since then Scarpelli has been their kind in the country.
Aside from giving cancer pa
involved in raising money for can
cer research. Scarpelli continued, "I tients hair they lost during their
would participate in Relay for Life treatment, the real goal of the"shato raise money for cancer research. vee"event is to raise awareness and
Since I wasn't able to participate most importantly inspire people to
this past summer, this event [St. support cancer research. "It's such
Balderick's] seemed like a great way a great cause," added Irigoyen. "I
to do some fundraising for some believe it's the best way to raise
thing that affects so many people." awareness for cancer." For more in
Scarpelli also spoke about her formation about the organization
familiarity with St. Baldricks. "My and how how you can get involved,
cousin's high school held a St. Bal visit stbaldricks.org.
drick's event when I was a junior,

It's for a great cause.
Through St. Baldricks, we have
raised a total of $ 1,574 (so far). This
money goes straight to cancer re
search. Cancer is the second lead
ing cause of death in the United
States, after heart disease.

Now is the time.
We're in college. Most of us do
things we will probably never ad
mit to tomorrow, let alone when
we're 50. I have no career, no "of
ficial" business to attend to, and
nothing to hold me back. So join
a cause, start a movement, and do
something you wouldn't normally
do.

Wigs are in demand.
13,000 children (under 21) are di
agnosed with cancer a year. It takes
about 4 to 6 ponytails to create one
wig. Donating hair can make a huge
difference to someone battling
cancer. Many women with cancer
say they feel more comfortable
wearing a wig, or even feel more
like themselves. If the 21 inches of
my hair was used to better some
one's day, shaving my head is an
easy decision to live with.

The experience.
I like to think of my life as an
empty vase, and I try every day to
fill it with any experience I can, for
better or for worse. My bucket list is
extensive. I spent a year in Taiwan.
I've been skydiving. I have a tattoo.
I hope that when I'm 50, I'll have
enough stories and experiences to
fill several proverbial vases.

Hair is just hair.
It will grow back. But for now, I'm
excited for the in-between lengths.
The female faux-hawk, mini-afro's
and pixie cuts are in my near future.
Not to mention how healthy it will
be when it finally grows back.

Progression.
In this country, the days of wom
en without rights are over. How
ever, when we stray slightly away
from femininity or gender roles, by
not dressing like "women," wearing

NICOLE IRIGOYEN TELLS HER REASONS BEHIND WHY SHE WAS
PASSIONATE ABOUT THIS CAUSE
make-up or behaving the way we're
supposed to, people tend to react
negatively. Progression would be
getting rid of these reactions and
the constricting standards of fe
male beauty.

Low-maintenance
The average woman spends 41
minutes on her hair every morning,
washing, styling, and re-styling.
During that time you could sleep,
watch 2 TED talks, send an email to
someone you really should catch
up with, or read 30 pages (at least).
Another great thing about being
bald? No bad hair days.

Bald stigma.
People are afraid to ask why I'm
bald. Actually, they go to great
lengths to avoid asking. Why does
society refuse to accept that being
bald does necessarily mean BAD?
If you didn't know me, yes, I could
possibly have cancer. But even if I
did, why is it so taboo to talk about?
Stigma's are made to be broken.

There is no right way to be
a woman.
Real women have long beauti
ful flowing hair, except when they
don't. And that can be for any num
ber of reasons. Hair shouldn't make
them any more or less beautiful.
When I have kids, I need them to
know beauty does not just come
from one thing, including, and es
pecially, hair.

Raise awareness.
People all over the world are af
fected by cancer; every moment
of every day someone is suffering.
Unless we have someone close
to us struggling, it's hard to keep
in mind that cancer is here, and it
takes more lives than (almost) any
thing else. Sometimes we should
be reminded that even if we are
lucky enough to be healthy, not
everyone is, and curing the world's
most deadly disease should be ev
eryone's priority.
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2012 in REVIEW
Giants Dynasty
This year we saw the San Francisco
Giants win their second World
Series championship in three years.
Not since the New York Yankees of
the late 90's, who won four World
Series titles from 1996 to 2000,
has one baseball organization
dominated the baseball scene like
the Giants. Outlooks were bleak
after the rival Los Angeles Dodgers
acquired a quarter of a billion
dollars in All-Star salary, between
the likes of Hanley Ramirez, Adrian
Gonzalez, Carl Crawford, and Josh
Beckett. This all occurred less
than two weeks after the Giants
first half MVP, Melky Cabrera, was
suspended for
the
season.
But the team
prevailed,
bringing
the
World
Series trophy
back to San
Francisco.
—Brian Reeves

Red Bull Freefall
What gives you a bigger buzz than
an energy drink? Plummeting from
24 miles above the Earth while Felix
Baumgartner, a veteran skydiver of
Austria, broke records on Oct. 15
when he reached an approximate
speed of 833mph (Mach 1.24). This
historic freefall, sponsored by Red
Bull Stratos, earned him the honor
of being the first man to break the
speed of sound without the aid of a
jet or rocket during the jump. It
took him two and a half hours
for his capsule to reach the
elevation,
freefalling
for
four
minutes
and
20
seconds.
—Kendra Storm

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY JEFFREY LEWIS

R.I.P. Whitney Field of Delays

London 2012

Although
hunky
heartthrob
Michael Phelps became the most
decorated Olympian in the history
of the Olympics this summer,
bringing home 22 medals overall
(SB Nation reported 30 percent of
the United States' 104 medals were
won by swimmers), it was female
athletes who really stole the show.
In an article in USA Today, they
found female American athletes
brought home 29 of the United
States' 46 gold medals. To put that
in perspective: If the U.S. women
were their own nation, they Beginning July 1, 2012, Monterey
would be tied for third in the gold County
prohibited
single-use
medal count with Great Britain. plastic bags, and now charges
—Karri Carrick
consumers ten cents for use
of paper bags. The ordinance
is meant to promote reusable
bags, and reduce the current
rate of over 500 billion plastic
While everyone was stuffing their bags that the world uses every
face with hot cheetos and drinking year. Customers have been heard
their weight in beer during the grumbling, and carrying towers
Super Bowl, the other side of the of items out of the store as a way
pond was anxiously awaiting for of bypassing the fee when they
the arrival of Eurocup. For those do not possess their own reusable
of you who don't know, and you bags on hand. It's unclear what
probably don't since soccer isn't the grumbles will escalate
considered a legitimate sport to when bag prices increase
in America, Eurocup is a smaller to 25 cents Jan. 1, 2013.
version of the World Cup, featuring — Maseume Quartararo
only European countries. This
year it was a tight race between
Germany, Italy, and Spain, and as
predicted, Spain won making them
the first national team to win three
consecutive championship titles;
2008 Eurocup, 2012 World Cup, and
now 2012 Eurocup. —Rachel Center
With a strong 55.3 percent 'yes'
vote, Prop. 30 passed in California
in November of this year. The
amendment raises taxes on the
rich, specifically those who make
over $250,000, which mainly hits
the top three percent of the state.
By passing Prop. 30, the California
education system achieved a major
victory, avoiding more cuts to the
program. Cal State Monterey Bay
students were affected directly
when their tuition increases were
refunded. If you did not sign
up for a direct refund, you will
receive a lesser tuition for spring
semester. That otter be some good
news for you!—Ethan Gomes

The Bag Ban

jViva la furia roja!

30 Passes!

Whitney Houston was declared
dead at the age of 48.The singer was
found on Feb. 11,2012 inside of the
Beverly Hilton Hotel, submerged in
a bathtub and unconscious. It was
later at 3:30 P.M. she was officially
declared dead. It was not until
Mar. 22 that coroners declared
Houston had died from drowning
and the effects of atherosclerotic
heart disease and cocaine use. A
toxicology report found Benadryl,
Xanax, Marijuana, and Flexeril in
her blood stream at her time of
death. Whitney Houston was best
known for her music
career, performing
hits such as "I Will
Always Love You"
and
"Greatest
Love
Of
All."
Houston is also
known for her
acting
career,
performing
in
movies
such as "The
Bodyguard"
and
"The
Preacher's Wife."
—Shannon Berger

Benghazi
Controversy and tragedy follow
after a seven-hour firefight at
the U.S. diplomatic outpost in
Benghazi, Libya on Sept. 11.
Allegedly disobeying orders to
stand down, former Navy SEALS
and CIA employees, Glen Doherty
and Tyrone Woods, left the secure
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
annex a mile away to defend the
outpost, succumbing to death
with U.S. Ambassador Christopher
Stevens and Sean Smith, Foreign
Services. Denying three urgent
requests for military assistance, the
White House blamed the attack
on an anti-Muslim YouTube video.
Former CIA Director David Petraeus
testified that an al Qaeda affiliate's
role in the terrorist attack was
known early. New developments
continue to unfold. —Kendra Storm

Due to delays in the purchasing
of bleachers and team benches,
the opening of the new recreation
field has been pushed back to late
February. The Sports Club Council
Board is in the process of securing
quotes and purchasing equipment
necessary for the fields operations.
However, without porta-potties,
nothing can happen. Once the
proper equipment has been put in
place, the games will go on. Sports
Club Council Board and Intramural
Sports will be planning a kick-off
event for the Spring Semester.
Stay tuned.—Tad Blevins

Samsung VS Apple
Although this lawsuit began in
July of 2011, it was not until 2012
that it fully went into motion.
Apple and Samsung began their
lawsuit issues over the designs
of their smartphones and tablet
computers. In the first US trial,
Apple
accused
Samsung
of
infringing on three of their utility
patents and four design patents.
On Aug. 24, 2012, the jury came to
a verdict largely in favor of Apple.
The jury awarded Apple $1,049
blillion dollars in damages. On
Sept. 21,2012, Samsung requested
a new trial. There has been a lot of
controversy surrounding the case
because of the fact that the trials
have been held in the Bay Area.
Many believe that the jury had
been biased towards Apple and did
not give a fair trial.
— Shannon Berger
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Starbuzz

El Presidente

Monte's New Pelt
Beloved otter mascot Monty Rey,
got himself a stylish new "fur coat"
in 2012. He used to wear a ragged
old coat of fur that looked like it
was purchased from Goodwill in
Seaside. Now Mr. Rey is looking
good with a freshly fluffed fur coat,
sideways 'MB' baseball hat, and
stylish blue and gold gear. Monty
Rey even turned heads in the
mascot community, being named
Street Characters Mascot of the
Month for October. This was a year
of change at CSUMB and for Monty.
It was a change for the better.
—Tobias Uptain-Villa

After two tight
presidential
elections on either side of the 2,000
mile Mexican/American border,
re-elected U.S President Obama is
free to make himself comfortable
in his favorite chair in the White
House's Oval office. While Mexico's
now ex-President Felipe Calderon
has finished packing his bags
and handed over power to newly
elected Mexican President, Enrique
Pena Nieto who took office Dec. 1.
Mexican lawyer and politician
Enrique Pena Nieto was born
July 20, 1966 in the city of
Atlacomulco, in Mexico City. Pena
Nieto is a member of the Partido
Revolucionario
Institucional
(Institutional Revolutionary Party).
While in office, Pena Nieto
promises to ensure a reduction in
the country's ongoing war against
organized
crime,
something
Calderon failed to do in his six years
in office. The drug war's current
death toll is at nearly 60,000
civilians, according to the Global
Post website.
However, Pena Nieto's rise
to power has come with much
speculation as to whether he was
elected democratically. Various
allegations signal Pena Nieto's
campaign as having bribed and
coerced votes from Mexican
citizens. —Julieta Villagomez

Trayvon Martin

CSU Chancellor
Chancellor-Select Timothy White
named was the next Chancellor for
the California State University (CSU)
system. Chancellor White comes
back to the CSU after serving
as the eighth Chancellor of UC
Riverside, as well as an experienced
background in higher education
across the US.
Now when it is said White comes
back, it is meant that he was "Made
in the CSU." White received his BA
from Fresno State and then his
MA from CSUEB (then Hayward).
White's
background
and
experience his seen as a match
for the values and mission of
the CSU.
White
enters
at
a
transformative stage for the
CSU, which he is excited
for. Let's just hope he can
transform it the right way.
—Duane J. Lindsay

It is amazing how quickly the
human brain can forget things.
Trayvon Martin's untimely death on
Feb. 26, by a member of his local
neighborhood watch, sparked
nation-wide protests in the name of
racial injustice. Once the shock and
sensationalism had worn off, these
topics fell out of the headlines and
slipped from our memory. The
28-year-old defendant, George
Zimmerman, claimed Martin, a
17-year-old
African-American,
attacked him, and in Florida
there is law termed "Stand Your
Ground Law" giving
any ordinary citizen
authority to use
deadly force if they
feel threatened.
— Brian Reeves
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New Leader

President Eduardo M. Ochoa was
named as the interim President for
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
on May 29, 2012. Coming from a
wide array of higher educational
leadership, over 20 years in the
CSU (the past seven serving as the
Provost at Sonoma State), Ochoa
just completed two years serving
in the Obama Administration
as the assistant secretary for
postsecondary education.
With a new President, comes a
new direction for the University
and so far, the direction seems
to be going in the right way,
meaning with the students, the
faculty and the students. But the
big question is, will the interim go
away in 2013... only time can tell.
—Duane J. Lindsay

Barely 17
What the cap?! Most students
would love to take more than 17
units, at least during one semester,
and if not, most students would
at least like to have the option.
So how will unfortunate CSUMB
Otters crack their way through this
tough shell? Students must sign a
petition, which includes a signature
of approval by an academic
advisor, consenting to the student's
agreement and decision in taking
on a heavier load. The university's
Office of Registrar, responsible
for the cap, stated, "Students will
be able to make steady progress
toward their degrees." Looks like
students' four-year plans just got a
little longer. —JenniferColijn

After a Dining Services student
survey conducted in 2011, it was
determined that the majority of
students preferred to get their
caffeine buzz from Starbucks. As
a result, on Jan. 23, coinciding
with the start of the Spring 2012
semester, Starbucks opened at
the Cal State Monterey Bay's
(CSUMB) Student Center. The cafe,
licensed by Sodexo, provided the
brand's usual beverages and food
items with a comfortable place
for students to study, relax, and
socialize. The design included
tables, a computer bar, and lounge
seating. The green mermaid
logo promotes the company's
commitment to environmentally
friendly
business
practices
through recycling
and
efforts
to
minimize
energy
and
water
consumption.
— Kendra Storm

A Giant Super Bowl
After a solid 6-2 record in
December, New York Giants fans
were hopeful of a long season,
especially with victories on the
road over the Philadelphia Eagles
and the New England Patriots. The
Giants then fell into a four-game
rut making fans doubtful of a Super
Bowl in sight until a much-needed
37-34 win over the Cowboys. The
New York Giants went onto the
playoffs taking the Falcons 24-2,
the Packers 37-20, 49ers 20-17 in
overtime and winning Super Bowl
XLVI against the New England
Patriots 21-17 giving east
coasters something
else to brag about
in the constant
East
Coast/
West
Coast
debate!
—Kelly Craig

Lonesome George

Superstorm Sandy
Superstorm Sandy took more
than 100 lives, closed the city that
never sleeps and left hundreds
of thousands without power just
ten days before an earthquake
and snowstorm. Fires burned
whole
neighborhoods
down.
Trees landed on houses. Sand
covered the streets. People were
boat rescued from homes. While
the densely populated area is
normally wrapped up in the hustle
and bustle of their daily lives,
communities stuck together to
help each other get necessities and
begin the recovery and rebuilding
process.—Kelly Craig

He was known to some as
Lonesome George, as he was the
only living member left of the Pinta
Island tortoise. BBC and George's
Caretaker Fausto Llerena stated,
"Lonesome George passed away
due to old age." He was estimated
to be over 100 years old. George
was first discovered in 1971 on
the island of Pinta by malacologist
Jozsef Vagvolgyi. He was placed
in captivity shortly after for his
own safety due to decreasing
vegetation in his native habitat.
While in captivity many attempts
were made to breed him with other
species; none were successful. An
official from the Galapagos National
Park has stated, "Rather than be
buried or cremated he will
be embalmed for
future generations
to see."—Safe Bhom
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V.O.I.C.E.S. Create
Discussion
Erin Hawkins, Staff Reporter
EHAWKINSS@CS
UMB.EDU

Students Gather to Engage in
Dialogue about Campus Life

Donuts, coffee, and the sound of
interpersonal communication filled
the conference room at the Univer
sity Center as students discussed
food, advising, and student activi
ties on campus.
Cal State University (CSU)
V.O.I.C.E.S. club, and Humanities
and Communications (HCOM) 214
Interpersonal Communication class
joined forces to create an event
where students could come and
talk about three main issues stu
dents felt needed to be addressed
at California State University Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB).

In a previous event held on
camps, CSU V.O.I.C.E.S. handed out
paper puzzle pieces to students
and asked them to write down
what issues they felt needed to be
changed on campus.
CSU V.O.I.C.E.S. President, and
HCOM Senior Teodoro Martinez,
explained,"The point [of the event]
was to move forward with our puz
zle piece mural, a campus survey
polling students on issues they are
concerned with." According to Mar
tinez, CSU V.O.I.C.E.S found a ma
jority of students were concerned
with these three issues: food, advis
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STUDENTS GATHERED AT THE
VOICES DIALOGUE FORUM

ing, and student activities.
Introductions were made, and
students gathered in groups of five
or six people at tables set up with a
flip chart, and a student facilitator
trained in the HCOM 214 Interper
sonal Communication class.
Each group participated in dis
cussing a topic, where the facilita
tor would bring up opposing argu
ments, and eventually conclude
with a group consensus.
Among the groups, common
themes developed regarding the
issues. One being an expanded se
lection of places to eat on campus.

Other commons themes ad
dressing advising on campus, in
cluded students wanting a more
clear understanding of what classes
are required for each major. Nicole
Gauthier, HCOM, Junior, and Public
Relations Officer of CSU V.O.I.C.E.S.,
explained, "Students don't neces
sarily understand the correct path
way for their major, and our advi
sors don't exactly show us which
route to take."
Regarding student activities, a
main topic discussed was the need
for better promotion in getting
events on campus heard. In addi

tion, students expressed a simi
lar idea of trying to bring bigger
names to CSUMB.
After the event, Martinez ex
plained, "[CSU V.O.I.C.E.S.] will do a
similar event next semester on the
issue of identity, creating another
way students can come together
and have their voices heard on a
particular issue." With the success
of the civil environment and partic
ipating voices heard at this event,
CSU V.O.I.C.E.S. hopes to bring to
gether more students and faculty
in the future.

Kids Make University Promise
Hundreds of Local Sixth
Graders Take Oath to Attend
College

" y dream is to be a
M
nurse or a doctor. Or
being a basketball
player"
VISITNG 6TH GRADERS POSE
WITH MONTE REY

Ray Costello, Staff Reporter
RCOSTELLO@CSUMB.EDU

Getting Students excited for col
lege is an easy affair, but getting
them to settle down, buckle up and
put in the work is the difficult next
step.
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) is
doing its part along with schools in
the Alisal Union School District and
Gonzales Unified School District,
to ensure the collegiate future of
hundreds of sixth graders from the
Salinas Valley. On Nov. 26, nearly
500 students piled into the Univer
sity Ballroom at CSUMB and were
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treated to a rally, hoping to get
them excited for college. Victor Tor
res emceed while he led the sixth
graders in games and pre-promise
entertainment.
Monte Rey, the CSUMB Otter
mascot, was also on hand to help
pump up the atmosphere. Stu
dents from Fairview Middle School
were excited about their university
prospects. Karla Roque, grade six
said, "My dream is to be a nurse
or a doctor. Or being a basketball
player." Her optimism was mirrored
by her friend and teammate Kayla
Dixon, grade six who said, "I really
like it [CSUMB], I think it's a great
university."
The University Promise program

began in 2009. It was envisioned by
university officials to be an opening
to students from the central coast
to attend CSUMB. At the time, Presi
dent Dianne Harrison spoke to the
students in attendance and made
the first University Promise stating,
"A big reason our university exists is
to provide an opportunity for stu
dents like you from around the Sa
linas area to complete college and
be prepared to go out and earn a
living and help make the world a
better place."
This year however had a different
president in attendance. President
Eduardo Ochoa spoke to students
and staff members from the school
districts which had come to the

University Ballroom. "Our country
will need you and your connection
to your culture to reach out to the
rest of the world." Ochoa said.
The University promise has been
the same since its inception. If
students from Salinas, work hard,
complete high school, and satisfy
all the basic requirements, then
there will be a space saved for them
at CSUMB. Students in the Alisal
School district feed into the Salinas
Union High School District, which
has its own programs to try to en
sure college success for students.
The Advancement Via Individual
Determination (AVID) program
available at many district schools
offers students a chance to exam

ine closely the requirements for
college success. Students in the
AVID program do not stop at ad
missions, but prepare for life as a
college student as well.
Sarah Smith, director of the AVID
program at La Paz Middle School is
proud of the work that the students
put in to be successful in future col
lege careers. "AVID students will
have skills necessary for college
life such as time management and
goal setting," Smith stated. With re
sourceful teachers, a pledge from
the university, and determination
from students, the future of CSUMB
has a great chance to be filled with
students from Salinas, ready to
make an impact on the world.
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Students Share Salinas Stories
Prof, Benmayor's HCOM Students Present At National Steinbeck Center
Claire Main, Staff Reporter
CMAIN@CSUMB.EDU

The Republic Cafe bustled with
people coming home from work;
yells and laughter of a prank gone
wrong, the friendly 'hello' of a
neighbor, kids running around
Main Street. These are some of
the stories Rina Benmayor's Oral
Histories class at Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) have worked on for
the past five months.
These 25 students have been
interviewing members of the
Salinas community and on Dec.
13 the National Steinbeck Center
(NSC) will invite the community to
hear the stories of Salinas' history,
from its own community members.
The Oral History presentation will
begin at 12:30 P.M. and will feature
stories of Oldtown Salinas and
Salinas'Chinatown.
"At the National Steinbeck
Center, part of our mission is to
celebrate community and we
feel by working to create a forum
where the stories of Salinas'citizens
can be shared, we are celebrating
and strengthening the Salinas

community,"said Elizabeth Walden- is unknown to the mainstream
Smith, the Curator of Education and preserve the humanity of the
and Public Programs at the NSC.
past," stated Lisa Perkins, HCOM,
Salinas is known for agriculture Senior, and a participant in the
and sloughs, but what about Old Town project. "This class has
the people who made and help been a synthesis of everything I
maintain what these commodities believe in, including community
are
today?
The
community participation, appreciation of the
members who worked in the fields, lives of the people around me, and
who owned the business, and the most importantly, allowing people
people
behind
to have a voice
the
scenes
to bear witness
"This class has been
which
helped
to their own
a synthesis of every lives."
Salinas
grow
were
students'
Rina
thing I believe in"
focuses over the
Benmayor and
-Lisa Perkins, Senior her students
semester.
"Oral
history
is
all
have
been
about exploring
working
on
the past and leaving a legacy to these testimonies for five years
future generations. Salinas is an and this year they collaborated
historical goldmine waiting to be with CSUMB Teledramatic Arts and
unearthed," said Rina Benmayor, Technology (TAT) videographers,
advisor and professor of the Oral Airrion Ringor, Genevieve Rico, and
History class.
Joseph Padilla, as well as Eric Palmer
"Oral History is a living testimony, from the Monterey County Board
a chance for people to give meaning of Education."They video-recorded
to their lives and the events that the interviews and did all the post
have affected them. It gives people production. Their contributions
the opportunity to share what have been invaluable," explained

CSUMB STUDENTS SHARED STORIES OF LIVES RELATED
TO OLD TOWN SALINAS.

Benmayor. Genevieve Rico TAT,
Junior came into the project
because it was something new
and interesting, but doesn't plan
on continuing with the project in
the future. "I personally felt that
each person's story gave them a
voice for the history of the past of
China town" Said Rico, "As far as
continuing on with this project I
think I'm going to say no for now
only because I do want to focus on

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CLAIRE MAIN

working with senior capstones."
Although five years have passed
since the beginning of this long
project Benmayor believes there
are still many more stories to be
heard. "It is always a challenge to
find good narrators, and I hope
we can find many more narrators,"
Benmayor commented. "As we've
only begun to scratch the surface."

Homecoming Festivites 2013
As 2012 Comes To a Close There Is Much To Look Forward to in Year Ahead
Tuesday, January 29

While the Fall 2012 term at Cal
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) is
coming to a close there is much
to look ahead to in Spring '13. The
term begins with Homecoming
week which has highlighted Spring
terms on campus. Here's a look at
what's ahead in 2013.

6:00 PM-7:30 PM Homecoming
Trivia, w/ #TriviaTom at the OBR

12:00PM-3:00PM Rugby Game

Wednesday, January 30
5:00PM-6:00PM "Meet the
Teams"* and Tailgate Food
(CONFIRMED)
D.C.

Saturday, January 26

12:00PM-3:00PMPowder Puff
Game
Intramual Field
AS
Athletics Committee
Courtney Ranger
Sunday, January 27
12:00PM-1:00PMColor Craze
Main Quad
Res Life,
SA&LD

Monday, January 28

4:00PM-8:00PM Dinner Special
at the OBR

Saturday, February 2

3:00PM-5:30PM Homecoming
Carnival OSC Parking Lot
4:00 PM
VIP Reception
Otter Sports Center

7:00PM -10:00 PM Talent Show
BBC OSU&RHA
Thursday, January 31
7:00PM-8:00PM Flame Effect
(Bonfire)/Pep Rally Otter Sports
Center

Friday, February 1

12:00-1:00PM
the D.C.

5:30 PM
Women's
Basketball vs. Sonoma St.
Otter
Sports Center, "The Kelp Bed"
Athletics
7:30 PM
Men's
Basketball vs. Sonoma St.
Otter
Sports Center, "The Kelp Bed"
Athletics

Otter Spirit at

8:00PM-10:00PM Social and
Sorcery: Peter Boie BBC OSU

9:00PM-1:00AM AS
Homecoming Dance: "Theme
TBA"
University Center AS

OTTER STUDENT SECTION CHEERS AT HOMECOMING
BASKETBALL LAST SEASON

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
OTTERATHLETICS
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Women's Hoops Strong Again
Otter Women Showcase Versatility in 5-1 Start to 2012-2013 Campaign
of 30 from the field, 9 of 13 at the
three-point line and 7 of 9 in free
EHAWKINS@CSUMB.EDU
throws. The Seawolves couldn't
hold up against the Otters ending
the second half with 9 of 23 from
After a win on the road at Sonoma the field, 1 of 6 at the three-point
State and a loss at San Francisco, line, and 2 of 5 in free throws.
Dec. 1 the Otters made their way
Cal State Monterey Bay's women's
basketball team takes the win to San Francisco State University to
at home for their final non play against the rival Gators.
During the first period, both the
conference game.
The Otters took the win 78-45 Otters and the Gators held their
at Sonoma State University Nov. own with a tied score 19-19. Brittani
30. The Otters ended the first half Jefferson was the point leader for
shooting 14 of 30 from the field the game shooting 4-9 from the
while the Seawolves trailed behind field, and earned six total rebounds,
3 offensive and 3 defensive.
shooting 7 of 22.
However, the second period
Sophomore
guard
Nikki
Beckman led the team with a total of the game the Otters fell short.
of 19 points at the end of the game. While the Gators pulled ahead
She shot 7 of 9 from the field, 5-7 with 30 points, the Otters only
at the three-point line, and gained managed an additional 19 points.
one offensive rebound. Alongside Gator player Farrah Shokoor led
Beckman, senior forward Brittani her team with a total of 15 points,
Jefferson scored 12 points for the scoring 5-10 on the field and 5-9 on
Otters shooting 5-10 from the field, the field. The game came to an end
2-4 in free throws, and earned a with the Gators scoring 49, and the
Otters 38.
total of 8 rebounds.
The Otters came back with a win
At the end of the second half,
the Otters finished shooting 15 on Dec. 5 to finish off their final

Erin Hawkins, Staff Reporter

non-conference game at The Kelp
Bed against guest team Academy
of Art University.
The first period of the game the
Otters held a steady lead over the
Urban Knights ending with a 41-32
score. The Lady Otters shot 18 of 32
from field, 2 of 5 at the three-point
line, and made all of 3 free throws.
During the game, Otter players
Jessica Fontenette, Holly Holcomb,
and Brittani Jefferson led the team
each scoring a total of 10 points.
Senior guard Jessica Fontenette
gained 4-6 points from the field,
and gained two-free throws. Junior
guard Holly Holcomb scored 4-7
on the field, 2-4 at the three-point
line, and earned 6 total rebounds.
Forward Senior Brittani Jefferson
also scored 4-7 on the field, made
2 free throws, and gained a total
of 10 rebounds; four offensive,
and six defensive. The Lady Otters
maintained a win at the end of the
night 79-63.
In addition to winning their final
non-conference game, the Otters
gained another win against rival
Cal State University East Bay 51-38

OTTER SENIOR GUARD STEF CORGEL PICTURED IN HOME NON
-CONFERNCE GAME VERSUS ACADEMY OF ART UNIVERSITY

on Dec. 8.
In Hayward, the Otters finished
the first period with a lead over
the Pioneers 21-14. Senior guard
Stefanie Corgel led the team with
an overall score of eight points:
2-7 on the field, 1-5 at the three
point line, 3-4 in free throws, and 4
rebounds.
Sophomore
guard
Nikki
Beckman also led the team with
a total of 8 points, scoring 3-7 on
the field, 1-3 at the three point line,
1-2 in free throws, and 3 defensive
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rebounds. The Otters ended an
overall score of 51 points at the
end of the second period, with the
Pioneers just behind at a total of 38
points.
Now 5-1, and 2-1 in the California
Collegiate Athletic Association
(CCAA) the Otters find themselves
on their way to another successful
season.

Otter Soccer Earns Academic Award
CSUMB is Only School in CCAA To Earn NSCAA Award For Both Men and Women

Toby Uptain-Villa, Staff Reporter
TUPTAIN-VILLA@CSUMB.EDU

This season Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) men's and women's
soccer teams hit the field and
the books. Due to their success in

the classroom both teams have
received the honors of earning
the National Soccer Coaches
Association of America team
academic award.
In the California Collegiate
Athletic Association (CCAA) CSUMB
is the only school to have both their
men and women's clubs earn this
honor, according to a press release

posted on the Otter Athletics
website.
For the Otters to earn this honor
the teams have to have a combined
Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.00
or higher.
The women's soccer team had a
program record 8 wins this season
and were also able to rack up a
3.36 GPA as a team. Women's Head

Coach Coach Erin Reinke comments
"I feel very proud of the progress
we are making both on and off the
field. We are developing student
athletes with student coming first.
I can't wait to see where we go next
as a program."
The men's soccer team was
the only CCAA team to earn the
honor. The men's team boasted a

collective team GPA of 3.08. Coach
Cummings commented, "For me I
feel that the award shows that we
are trying to develop well-rounded
student-athletes both on and off
the field. This proves that we focus
on more than just developing
players on the field but we want to
see them grow in the classroom."
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ADVERTISEMENT

The Trail
Ends at the
Rio Theatre

COOL

cool

breezes.

CLASSES.

Exclusive Otter Realm Interview
with BMX Rider Darren Berrecloth
Maseume Quartararo, Staff Reporter
MQUARTARARO@CSUMB.EDU

What: Screening of Freeride
Entertainment and Redbull Media
House's Where the Trail Ends
Where: Rio Theatre, 1205 Soquel
Ave, Santa Cruz
When: Sunday, December 2, 2012

This beautiful cinematography
follows the world's top mountain
bikers as they test the limits of
Mother Nature on their quest to
find untraveled trails around the
globe. The Otter Realm had an
exclusive interview with Darren
Berrecloth, BMX rider, film narrator
and freeriding extraordinaire of
Where the Trail Ends.

for people just starting out with
BMX riding?
DB: Have fun. If you keep it up you
can make it.

OR: What would you say to your
kids if they wanted to follow in
your footsteps?

OR: Even with the danger
involved?

OR: What is your experience
riding in Monterey, and what
trails would you recommend for
CSUMB students?

Darren Berrecloth: Id say that
everyone has experience with bikes,
and everyone has experience with
travel. This is mountain biking at its
best.

OR: Are there any events coming
to the area that people should
be checking out?

OR: How was the team in this
film assembled?
DB: The crew and behind the scenes
are people that have worked for
Free Ride for the last ten years. For
the riders, they're the top guys in the
field and they fit the mold.

OR: What advice do you have

csumb.edu

ADVERTISEMENT

DB: You can die crossing the street,
so yeah.

DB: The illegal ones that I probably
shouldn't talk about. But Monterey
has a huge scene. It's pretty rad to
see this area's culture.

DB: Just the fact that I'm still riding
twelve years later and get to travel
the world.

Extraordinary Opportunity

DB: I'd let 'em do what they want.

Otter Realm: What would you
tell people who weren't familiar
with BMX and riding as a way to
get them interested in this film?

OR: What has been a defining
moment in your career?

CAL STATE MONTEREY BAY

DB: The Sea Otter [Sea Otter Classic
at Laguna Seca]. It's every spring
[April 18-21,2013].

OR: Any locations still on your
list of places to ride?
DB: The world is huge, I have so
many places. I’d say Tibet and
middle of nowhere in Peru.

OR: What are you hoping
people will take away from your
experience on film?
DB: Just get out there and have fun!

blue

fin

monterey, ca
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OPINION

A Corny, Inspiring, It's The End of The
Hopeful Word
about Graduation World As We Know It
Benefits of Life After College

Students, an Ancient Mayan Prophecy Looms Near

Kelly Craig, Staff Reporter
KELLY.LYNN.CRAIG@GMAIL.COM

That's it. We're done. Off to a
world of business attire, 9-to5 jobs and long commutes. For
many, graduation is more like
sitting at Mom and Dad's house in
pajama bottoms looking online for
internships that actually pay.
Once December hits, winter
graduation becomes real. The
practical questions shoot up from
the ground and ball up in our
sternums.
What are you going to do?
-Where are you going to live?
-How are you going to live?
College graduation is a milestone
that turns life upside down.
No more living within walking
distance to friends? Work? A buffet?
How much is rent?
No more free washing machines?
Where are all the house parties?
While job hunting should be
in full swing and a place to live
should be close to finalized, don't
dwell over college being over.
You don't want to waste the last
days of college in anticipation of
missing it. Instead, look ahead with
excitement.
Change is scary because you
only know what you are giving up
and you can't see all you're gaining
until it happens. In every situation,
there is something positive on the
other side of that diploma:
Benefits of a Job
-Steady money
-Growing portfolio
-Meet new people
-Challenge oneself
-Excuse to shop for clothes
-Reason to put on pants in the morning
-Did I mention money?
Tip: Starting a new job can be
nerve-racking, but remember that
you have done this before. You
have entered new environments
before. Did those places look so
scary at graduation? I bet not. The
same will happen with your job.
Trust yourself, do the best you can,
and you will be fine.
Benefits of the Job Hunt
-Doors are opened
-Application submitting while
listening to How You Like Me Now
-Network, network, network
-Linkedln is like grown-up Facebook
-Make your own hours
-You don't need to wear pants
-Shadow people who have interesting
jobs
Tip: A lot of people get side tracked
while job hunting. Be sure to set a
schedule for yourself. Make goals
and deadlines for yourself: I will

As the End of the Semester Approaches for

send out X amount of resumes
and cover letters out each week; I
will shadow one person a month;
etc. Search back up plans if you
don't find something in your
field after three or six months like
teaching English abroad, gaining
certifications from a community
college, or volunteering. Be sure
to talk to people you find inspiring
and utilize the career advisement
center. Job-hunting is all about
motivation, and as Wayne says
"money is the motive."
Pros to Moving Back in with
Family
-Save money
-Food magically ends up in the fridge
-Washer and dryer usually available
-Coffee maker isn't "illegal" as it is in
dorms
-No students throw "ragers" in your
room while you try to study
-Reunite with home friends
-Pets
Tip: Be sure to talk with your
parents to ensure you have mutual
expectations of one another. You
are not the same person they lived
with in high school (assuming
you've matured in college), but
they are still your parents and
you are living in their household.
Communication will smooth this
transition.
Pros to Getting Your Own Place
-Independence
-Privacy
-Set your own standard of cleanliness
-Walk around naked
-Make a space completely your own
-Meet new people/neighbors/roommates
-Pets?
Tip: Be sure not to spend every
nickel you make. A lot of your
future financial state depends on
how you live right after college.
Ditch the three times weekly bar
scene and save, aside from rent
and Raman. Be sure you can afford
your apartment; live below your
means. Shoot to save half of your
paychecks so owning a place of
your own is in your future instead
of throwing your money at a
landlord.
So maybe you'll miss running
into your friends in the quad or
chatting with a stranger in the
elevator, but hey, those things
could happen in the real world, too.
Plus, you won't need to fight for
washers in your residence hall or
get woken up in the middle of the
night for fire alarms and/or partiers.
Stay positive and good luck!

Ethan Gomes, Staff Reporter

They released an official statement
in November reading, "Dec. 21,
Catastrophe or a global change 2012, won't be the end of the
is rumored to happen on Dec. world as we know. However, it will
21, 2012, marking the end of the be another Winter Solstice." When
Mayan calendar. The significance of asked how they feel about the
this is the Mayans have predicted claims of the world ending, NASA
planetary movement centuries stated, "For any claims of disaster or
after their time on the planet. dramatic changes in 2012, where is
Whether or not their predictions the science? Where is the evidence?
are true is questionable, but There is none."
nonetheless is raises a question
Students have various opinions
about the origins of this theory.
about the Mayan theory. "I feel
In ancient Mayan mythology, the sorry for those that spend their time
world has been alive for four cycles. collecting food or guns to protect
The first cycle existed with only themselves, rather than focusing
animals and birds, and ended when on spending what could be the
it
was
last of their
real ized
"Mayans believe there will lives with
they
be a major spiritual change their family,"
could not
said Jessica
develop in the universe, where a new Hoffman, BIO,
speech
freshman.
form of being will
to
give
Whether you
be
created
"
homage
believe
in
t
o
the
Mayan
their gods. After, the second mythology or not, it has raised the
and third cycles began, where question of a worst-case scenario.
prototype humans were created Casey Weisenseel, KIN, freshman,
out of first mud, and later, wood. said, "This year I'm counting down
These forms of humans were the days until the end of the world
seen as insufficient, and were instead of Christmas."
then wiped out in favor for the
Another good point keep people
humans existing today.
who take advantage of a worldUpon the creation of the first known event that is said to be the
fully-developed human being, end of the world. "There are some
which we are today, the fourth pretty messed up people in this
cycle began. On the Mayan world and they will be the ones
calendar, the fourth cycle ends on to try to make it end," said Ashley
Dec 21,2012. Mayans believe there Hudson, GS, freshman. "Whether
will be a major spiritual change in it be by
the universe, where a new form of bombs,
being will be created. According releasing a
to the Mayan prophecy, this being virus, or a
will be a more evolved version of a massive war
human. So that means all humans or attack of
that exist today would cease to some kind.
exist in favor of this new evolved The world
species.
might not
Whether
their
predictions even
end,
are correct or not, the Mayans but I am
did a good job at predicting the afraid some
planetary movements centuries in people will
advance. On Dec 21, the Sun will be get
hurt
aligned almost perfectly with the because
plane of the galaxy. The Mayans others want
were able to pinpoint the exact it to end."
date when this would happen.
There's an
National Aeronautics and Space interesting
Administration (NASA) does not correlation
WORLD EXPLODING
believe in the conspiracy theories. between
ETGOMES@CSUMB.EDU

Y2K and
the Mayan
2012
apocalypse. Back in 1999, the world
was expected to go into a global
meltdown due to computers not
being programmed to handle
dates that were not preceded with
a one-nine prefix. For example,
1999 is okay because it begins with
"19", but 2000 begins with "20", and
the theory was that would cause
all the computers to go haywire
and globally shutdown. The Mayan
calendar is ending in 2012, but who
is to say the universe will glitch
out and end?
My advice is to stay safe on Dec.
21,2012, because you do not know
what other people will do. The
infamous religious cult Heaven's
Gate performed a mass suicide in
1997 to try and ascend a celestial
plateau behind the Hale-Bopp
comet. You can use history as a
guide to know people will do crazy
things when they know there's an
unproved theory.
I personally believe the world
will continue, and the only effect
we will see are from third-party
sources trying to mess with the
balance of the world. I don't believe
a supernatural occurrence will
happen; at least one that we can
predict. You should be enjoying
the holidays with your family and
friends, rather than worrying about
something you can't control. Live
each day as if it were your last,
because everyday we breathe is
unpredictable.
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Have a 'Real' Christmas
Real vs. Fake Christmas Tree's
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SARAH CHAFI

Jennifer Colijn, Staff Reporter
KOLIJN@CSUMB.EDU

It's the most wonderful time of the
year! Those comforting sips of hot
cocoa, the warmth of the fireplace,
the smell of a freshly-cut pine
wafting throughout your entire
home. All this, and yet people are
missing out on one of the most
fun and memorable portions of the
season: Christmas tree shopping.
A lot of my holiday memories came
from picking out a real tree from a
Christmas tree lot.The whole family
would anxiously wait for the day to
pile in the car, drive around town,
and find the lot holding our perfect
tree. After making our decision,
my dad would "quickly" secure the
tree to the car, and return home
where he would wash it off in the
driveway before putting it on the
old, warped tree stand we had for
years, giving our tree that unique,
crooked look.
Sadly, the past few Christmases

I have noticed more people
discarding
this
small,
yet
momentous part of the season,
instead walking out of Home
Depot with their fake, plastic-metal
mixture, and might I add, alreadydecorated trees. I must say, anytime
your tree comes in more than
one piece, you have a problem.
Furthermore, anytime your tree is
made of plastic and metal rather
than wood, I think your head might
be just as undetached as the top of
those fake trees.
What happened to the "family
day" consumed with hours spent
finding the perfect tree? The family
fighting over which tree is bushier,
fresher, taller? Where kids would
run as freely as their imagination,
hiding behind trees in their own
enchanted forest, while Dad
"proved" his masculinity tackling
that precut, 6-foot Douglas Fir
before the next "chump" stole his
holy grail of pines.

Environmentally
speaking,
artificially-made
trees
have
negative effects, as well as
contribute
to
health
issues.
Because many fake trees are made
from polyvinyl chloride (PVC), the
influence on both people and the
environment can be quite scary.
According to the National Center
for Biotechnology Information
(NCBI), "The health risks associated
with low lead levels mean that
consumer products (such as those
made from polyvinyl chloride [PVC]
plastic, which often incorporates
lead as a stabilizer) with even
moderate lead exposure risks could
be dangerous. The purpose of the
experiments reported in this article
was to test for lead exposure from
artificial trees made of PVC, which
are now present in an estimated 50
million U.S. households."
One tree made of these chemical
materials may not have done
much harm to anything or anyone,

unfortunately we are not talking
about just one tree. We're talking
millions of artificially-made trees,
of which will eventually be thrown
out due to wear-and-tear and
years of use. But can these even
be disposed? And if not, where do
they end up?
Although our fake trees look nice
lit up in our homes, their afterlife
is not so pretty. Because of the
chemical ingredients contained
in these trees, most will end
up in a landfill, unlike their real
counterparts, which are easily
recyclable. According to Earth911,
"Despite their PVC contents,
artificial trees are non-recyclable
and non-biodegradable, meaning
they will sit in a landfill for centuries
after disposal."
One alternative meeting
the worries of deforestation,
while steering clear of plastic
counterparts is renting living
Christmas trees. Rent a Living

Christmas Tree, LLC is a Carmel
based Christmas tree business,
which delivers live, potted pines
throughout the San Francisco
South Bay, Santa Cruz, Monterey
Peninsula, and Salinas areas. They
have five types of pines to choose,
from Deodar Cedar to Redwood in
various sizes, ranging from $50 to
$70.They pick up the trees between
Jan. 1 and 15, returning them to
their nursery to continue growing
amongst the several thousand
potted pine, cedar, redwood, fir,
and spruce trees, according to their
website RentXmasTree.com.
So, with that said, I advise you to
stay festive. Do yourselves and the
environment a favor, and stick with
the "real deal". It makes your house
smell nice, and, let's face it, it is the
only time of year you can actually
drag a giant tree into your house
without looking like a crazy person.

Christian Holidays with Pagan Roots
Origins of the Easter Bunny and Santa Claus
Brian Reeves, Staff Reporter
BREEVES@CSUMB.EDU

Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny
are proprietors of childhood
happiness, but where on earth
did these mythical creatures come
from? And what do they have to
do with the resurrection and birth
of Jesus Christ?
"No idea," Gracyn Carlson, ENVS,
sophomore, told me. As a matter
of fact, most everyone else had
the same response. When asked
whether or not he believed ol' St.
Nick was a real person, Carlson
answered puzzled,"Possibly."
Personal thoughts on these
holidays are that the Easter
Bunny and Santa Claus are used
to condition us to the Catholic
traditions and make us more
accepting of what some believe is
the birth and resurrection of Jesus.
By disguising these events with
mythical creatures baring gifts we
become conditioned to accept the

supposed events.
named a saint, Pope Julius I made
Saint Nicholas was in fact a real an executive decision to establish
man, a Bishop of Myra, who lived Dec. 25 as the birthdate of Jesus
in Turkey during the 4th century. Christ, which was unknown.
Nicholas was known for the pursuit
"I was raised with the tradition
of justice in the name of his people of celebrating Santa Claus on Dec.
and helping the poor and all who 25, as well as honoring the birth of
found they
Jesus Christ
were
in
"It was the hope of the
on that day,"
need. It is
said Monica
Pope to Christianize those Santibanez,
believed he
performed celebrations by establishing a a
Junior
numerous
in
the
celebration
for
Jesus
Christ
at
miracles
the same time"
for children
and sailors,
-Brian Reeves
which
after
his
Collaborative Health and Human
death led to Nicholas being named Services program.
"They are
the Patron Saint of both groups separate but can still be celebrated
(children and sailors).
together," Santibanez clarified.
Sticking with the tradition of
The Pope's decision to make Dec.
proclaiming feast days in honor 25 the birthdate of Jesus Christ was
of saints, Dec. 6 was anointed the a calculated act.
feast dayfor Saint Nicholas. Around
There had long been a pagan
the same time of Nicholas being festival around the same time and

it was the hope of the Pope to
Christianize those celebrations by
establishing a celebration for Jesus
Christ at the same time. As time
passed, the pagan winter festival,
Jesus Christ's birthdate, and the
feast day for St. Nicholas merged
into one celebration.
As far as I have read, there is
no story in the Bible about young
children painting eggs or hunting
for baskets with goodies left behind
by the Easter Bunny and just to be
clear rabbits do not lay eggs.
Just like Santa Claus, the Easter
Bunny was a pagan symbol for the
goddess Eostra in pre-Christian
Germany. A feast day was held
in honor of Eostra, the goddess
of spring and fertility, every year
on the Vernal Equinox, the day
when the Sun crosses directly
over the equator into the northern
hemisphere. Rabbits are a rapidly
reproducing animal and were an
indicator of fertility, while eggs

have long been a symbol of fertility,
since ancient times.
Much like the way St. Nicholas's
feast day on Dec. 6 merged with
Jesus's birthday on Dec. 25, the
same formula holds true for the
way the Easter Bunny became
associated with the resurrection
of Jesus. As time passes people
brought their different traditions
together and slowly they became
intertwined in a confusing mish
mash of celebrations.
Personal thoughts on these
holidays are that the Easter
Bunny and Santa Claus are used
to condition us to the Catholic
traditions and make us more
accepting of what some believe is
the birth and resurrection of Jesus.
By disguising these events with
mythical creatures baring gifts we
become conditioned to accept the
supposed events.
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'Tis the Season to Buy
Shannon Berger, Staff Reporter
SBERGER@CSUMB.EDU

sonal transformation ... as
you suddenly remember
what real living is all about
... you sense an upsurge
of radical empowerment
and feel a stranqe
magic creep
ing back into
your life." states
the Buy Nothing Day
website.
Although the Buy Noth
ing campaign's main focus
is on consumerism, there are many
other themes that can be taken
from this. In our lives we have be
come so enamored with the need
to constantly buy more than we
need. We are always looking for
the bigger and better item, rarely
taking the time to look at what we
already have in our life. The holiday
season should be a time in which
we can reflect on our own lives and
think about our family rela
tionships,
but
slowly
it has
shifted
into
what
it
has
be

Buy Nothing Christmas
RETHINK THE SEASON

come now. A materialistic holiday.
As I look at the youth of today I
see children that are growing up
too fast. This modern world, al
though it has wonderful technol
ogy that helps, also has hurt us.
When I was a child, I remember

THANK YOU!
The Otter Realm would like
to thank our readers for
taking the time to browse
our newspaper.

Holiday Season
Becoming Materialistic

As a child growing up my favorite
part of the holiday season had al
ways been getting to spend time
with my family. I always remember
having dinner with my family and
spending the time talking and en
joying each others company. As
the years have passed, the focus
of family has shifted to one of con
stant buying and wanting during
the holiday season.
This past Thanksgiving many
stores began their black friday sales
the evening of Thanksgiving, cut
ting into time that could have been
spent with families. When hearing
this news I began to think where do
we draw the line when it comes to
materials taking priority over fam
ily time.
According to CNN, over 139.4
million adults visited stores during
the 4 day Thanksgiving weekend.
The average shopper spent around
$423, a $95 increase from last year.
Total spending for the weekend
was a record high of $59.1 billion,
a 13 percent increase from last year.
While the increase in sales can
help to boost the economy is it re
ally worth taking time away from
the holiday season? There were
some who did disagree with the
idea of opening stores on Thanks
giving day, and in turn they began
to protest this idea. Luckily, not
all stores went along with the
idea of opening on Thanksgiv
ing and respected the family
time their employees need.
One group is taking it a
step farther and created the
Buy Nothing Day/Buy Nothing
Christmas movement. The
Buy Nothing movement
stretches in all corners
of the globe, having
participants in the US,
Japan,
Sweden,
the
United Kingdom, Hun
gary, France and more.
Although the movement is
about protesting against capital
ism, it can also be seen as empow
ering others to take back their holi
day and remember what the time
is there for.
"Buy Nothing Day is legendary
for instigating this type of per
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asking for simple
toys, while the
children of today
are
demanding
new
iPhones, the latest gaming systems
and more.
Recently I was watching televi
sion when a certain commercial
came into view. A family could be
seen with two children, a son and a
daughter, in front of a present each.
The daughter begins to complain,
saying her mother would never
be able to figure out what present
she wanted for Christmas. When
the daughter opens the present,
she sees the pair of shoes that she
had wanted and jumps up to hug
her mother. The mother then looks
towards the camera with a smile,
showing joy at the fact she was
able to give her daughter the cor
rect Christmas gift.
When viewing the commercial
I almost felt sorry for the mother.
The only way in which she got
attention from her daughter
was the fact that she pur
chased the correct gift.
It was at this moment I
began to question what the
holiday season has become.
Although the expensive gifts
can be nice, when all the
things are stripped away
the only thing left is
your family and those
close to you. The feel
ings you get from a gift
are only temporary, the
real focus should be on
building the relationship
with your loved ones.
Learn to take the time during
the holidays to remember those
around you, and not to focus so
much on the material wants. It is
at those times you are able to truly
remember why the holiday season
is so important for everyone.

We would also like to
thank our staff and guest
reporters, designers,
printers, and copy editors
who contributed to the Otter
Realm this past semester.
We could not have done it
without you.
Look for the next issue out
February 14th, 2013.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
HAPPY HANNUKAH
FELIZ NAVIDBUONATAD
LEGODJULFEIZNATLHAPYKWANZ HAPYNEWYAR-O

COMMMUNITY happenings:
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COMMUNITY

Paws to Recycle
Area 2 Council collected cans/bottles for two months to be donated to the Monterey
County SPCA.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CRYSTAL LOPEZ

Otter Express
Closed Dec. 14

Sugarbowl

Ski Trip:Jan. 8-Jan. 10$325
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CSUMB OUTDOOR REC

The Otter Express (OE) will be closed for
remodel on Dec. 14, 2012.
The Dining Commons (DC) will start a new
late night "Fourth Meal" service from 8 PM
to Midnight starting Dec. 15, 2012
The OE remodel is set to begin on Jan. 7,
2013 and has a planned reopening date in
the spring of 2013.

Outdoor Rec 2013 Ski & Snowboard Trip

Otter Express Remodel

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CSUMB DINING SERVICES

CSUMB Start-Up
Weekend
Under Pressure: 54 Minutes to Launch a Business

Jan. 25 -27, 2013
Tickets are $39 for college students
and include three days of meals
and snacks.
To register please visit csumb.startupweekend.org.

LOCATION: Sugar Bowl Ski Resort
LODGING Cal Lodge
TRIP COST: S325

Tuesday, January 8 Thursday, January 10, 2013

PRE-REGISTER NOW: csumb.edu/snowtrip
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sexual healing

Ins and Outs
of sex
Mallory Degregori, Staff Reporter
MDEGREGORI@CSUMB.EDU

Oreo's sexual symbolization, Amer
ican's fear of nudity, and why ex
actly we refer to sex in terms of a
baseball field were topics covered
by sex educator Jay Friedman in a
sex lecture given on Nov. 29 at Cal
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB).
"America censors sex," stated
Friedman. "In the 2004 Olympics
opening ceremony in Athens, there
were men painted and dressed as
nude ancient Greek statues. Ameri
can broadcasting companies aired
the opening ceremony, but only
showed these men from above the
waist."
Americans freak out when it
comes to sex or nudity. For exam
ple, Janet Jackson's wardrobe mal
function and breast reveal during
the 2004 NFL Super Bowl. In a Time
magazine article, Patience Haggin stated, "The incident shocked
America and prompted an eight
year legal battle that has gone as
far as the highest court in the na
tion." The Federal Communications
Commission wanted to fine CBS
$550,000 for allowing this to be
show to a television audience.
America obsesses over incidenc
es similar to Janet's "nip-slip" of'04.
Britney Spears and Lindsay Lohan
have been photographed flashing
their vaginas and while celebrity
private parts are not something we
all prefer to see, America fixates
on these incidences creating even
more awareness/publicity around
an unimportant issue. In my opin
ion, less negative discussion sur
rounding these situations will di
minish the assumed detrimental
impact.
Americans make sex "nega
tive." Friedman used the example
of women having sex for the first
time. Americans use the phrase,
"losing her virginity," while North
ern Europeans say a woman has
"made her sexual debut." Friedman
highlighted how sex is not a loss or
a gain, but something most every
one goes through: a normal habit
of human beings that should not
be frowned upon.
Friedman also pressed the im

portance of the societal pressures
boys face surrounding sex. Fried
man stated, "The average age boys
begin having sex is 11.8 years old."
Friedman explained how guys feel
pressured to "score" with a girl in or
der to impress other males. "This is
why guys think of sex as a baseball
field, they have to run each base
and get home," Friedman claimed.
Homophobia was one catalyst
Friedman claimed pressured boys
to "do the deed" sooner rather than
later. "The greatest pressure guys
face growing up is trying to prove
their masculinity."In turn, boys start
having sex young to prove their
"masculinity," abolishing any hint
of society-created "gay tendencies."
So when it does come down to
doing the deed, Friedman covered
a few myths and facts of sexual in
tercourse.
To wrap? Or not to wrap? Fried
man claimed guys say they do not
want to use condoms because it
"takes away" from pleasurable feel
ing for both parties during inter
course. Friedman rebutted, "What's
wrong with something that makes
the pleasure last longer? Dull lov
ers are the reason for dull sex, not
condoms."
Friedman pointed out you can
relate sex to every part of life, even
food. A part time freelance journal
ist, Friedman applies this theory
writing food/sex articles. "Oreos,
watermelon, and sushi," he stated,
are three sexual foods. "Oreos
are like a threesome since there
are two cookies and cream in the
middle. You also play with different
colors/personalities since there are
so many varieties of Oreos. Water
melon with seeds shows how your
choice to spit or swallow. Enough
said. While sushi has fish on top of a
block of rice showing how you can
lay back and enjoy."
But in order to enjoy any sexual
experience Friedman tipped, "You
have to communicate to your part
ner your needs, compromises, and
where to draw the line so you can
both enjoy the moment."
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Opportunity Knockson Santa's Door
Can You Tell?
-M, Liberal Studies

STUDENTS FROM LA PAZ MID- DLE SCHOOL IN THE OPPORTU- NITY PROGRAM

Ray Costello, Staff Reporter
RCOSTELLO@CSUMB.EDU

Salinas is a city with a tough repu
tation, the hard visage of its youth
isn't exemplified more intensely
than in the various Opportunity
classes throughout the schools in
the city.
The Salinas Union High School
District hasn't forgotten about its
hardest students that many citizens
may wish to lock away and forget.
The Opportunity class is a special
ized classroom within the halls of
its schools that is a last chance for
students on the way to expulsion
and juvenile detention. The classes
are on a special schedule separate
from the rest of the school, and the
students are not allowed to interact
with the general population. They
are taught by a single teacher that
stays with the youth throughout
their entire shortened day.
Even with this rough reputation,
Hernan Gutierrez teaches his stu
dents that Opportunity at La Paz
Middle School doesn't have to be a
stop over on the way to expulsion.
Instead he teaches them that if they
work hard and learn the lessons of
community and social justice, they
can grow and be productive and
have fulfilling meaningful lives. Un
derneath the hardened shells, Mr.
Gutierrez's lessons shine through in
his student's wishes for Christmas
and the New Year.
"I want for Christmas is an iPad
so I can show it off to my friends."
-Lyzandra Calderon

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
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"What I want for Christmas I
want an iPod because I could play
with it."
-Jose Cerna
"The change I plan after New
Years is that I want to keep on do
ing better at school and to join
sports, or to do something so that
I won't get bored at my house. An
other thing I want is to go to school
everyday and not miss any of my
classes."
-Victor Lopez
"For Christmas I want a Santa
Cruz Longboard."
-Juan Garcia
"What I want for Christmas is a
fixie, and for New Years resolution I
plan on making a new change on
not getting into trouble at school
and have good qualifications and
GPA."
-Javier Montelongo
"For New Years I will not get in
trouble and start to listen to my
parent."
-Jose Cerna
"What I want for Christmas is a
fixie and for New Years resolution
I'm going to change and stay out
of trouble and I'm also going to re
spect others more."
-Mauricio Alcantar
"What I want for Chirstmas is a
new skateboard so that I can go to
the park, and so that I can go places
when I'm hungry or bored and so
that I can go pick up my little broth
er after he comes out of school."
-Victor Lopez

SUBMISSIONS
Ever wanted to have something published in a
newspaper?

Now is your chance!
The Otter Realm is now looking for creative works of poetry, short stories, letters
to the editor, and reviews. Send your submissions to submissions@otterrealm.net.
Our print limit is 500 words, but we will publish the rest at www.otterrealm.net

Do you think you can tell real smiles from the pain,
Did you tell them your dreams and watched them fade away,
Did you exchange they way you showed your pain for the
countless hours of shame,
How I wish, how I wish you could see, see beyond your fears,
Could a soul, could a soul still remain after all you've done
or will it dry up along with all your drops of tears, will you still
be real?

MAGIC

-M, Liberal Studies

On a hot summer night we watch the smoke rise above our eyes
looking at the twinkling stars in the empty sky, we began to
wonder where we spent all of our time
looking out to the distance we start to doze off leaving our worries be
hind
look out here comes the magic man, what a nice surprise
to have him by ourside,
look out he brings pleasant dreams,
pleasant dreams of unreal things
we awake in some hours, feeling hunger inside
we get off to shake some heat picking up our things and heading out of
sight

we dont have a road to follow but we never stop and continue on our
way

we go on for a few miles and realize the sun is back in its place
so we stop under a shady tree and we pull out our magical device
passing it around and let it light up our eyes
look out here comes the magic man, what a nice surprise
to have him by ourside,
look out he brings pleasant dreams,
pleasant dreams of unreal things
we doze off hearing the birds sing leaving our fears behind
only having amusing thoughts fill up or heads
let me tell you about the magic man
seems so sweet like the frosting on a cake but has tricky ties
enchants you with his soft melodies but leaves a troubling
surprise once your time is with him is done
look out here comes the magic man, what a nice surprise
to have him by ourside,

look out he brings pleasant dreams,
pleasant dreams of unreal things
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What's your
New Year's
Resolution?

OTTERS ON CAMPUS

My New Year resolution is
to actually try in school. No
more slacking off or pulling
all nighters.
Sujeiry Guzman
Pre-med Major, Sophomore

Designed By: Kameron Sawyer

My New Year resolution is to
try to save money and stop
spending money on unnec
essary items.
Mireya Hernandez
CHSS Major, Junior

My New Year resolution
is to stop procrastinating
and improve my G.P.A
Emily Cendejas
CHSS Major, Junior

I would like to be out
doors more and do activi
ties such as hiking, surf
ing, rock climbing, sailing,
and scuba diving.
Dori Powers
Liberal Studies, Junior

I would like to be a bit
more awesome next year
than this year and to have
a manlier beard by this
time next year.
Erick Raggoza
Psychology, Senior

I would like to get better
grades to get a BMW in
the near future
Alex Jerez
Kinesiology, Junior

Finally obtain a real job
NancyTran
Marine Science,
Sophomore

I would like to get an in
ternship and start working
with the environment.
Bree Machuca
Marine Science, Junior

Mine is to take a picture
a day for each day for a
year and see how much
I have grown over the
year.
Alexander Maris
ENVS, Sophomore

Take more naps but no
long naps.
Brady Latham
ENVS (ESTP), Junior

Drink less "Caffeine" or
stop procrastinating
Meredith Lorick
Liberal Studies, Junior

Get a 4.0 G.P.A. for next
semester and get some
summer internships go
ing.
Brian Villanueva
Business Administration,
Sophomore

Become more social with
CSUMB
Emelisa Santiago
Business Administration,
Junior

I would like to build on my
awesomeness... and to
graduate! GO OTTERS!!!
Jessica Garcia De-Paz
Business, Senior

Scheduling needs to
become a priority so my
New Year resolution is to
quit procrastinating and
be productive in school.
Andres Hernandez
VPA, Sophomore

SAVE MONEY!! Or spend
money wisely
Melisa Romero
Kinesiology, Senior

Learn how to control my
spending
Jessica Salcedo
Kinesiology, Sophomore

